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NEWSLETTER

Editor’s  Comments 

              Visit:   www.middxturners.com

It’s a bit late to offer you all seasonal greetings, but 
the thought is there all the same!

There are still just a few members who have yet to 
renew their memberships.  The Treasurer would be 
grateful if the last renewals were in soon, not only to 
complete his records, but also because the AWGB 
will automatically cancel its memberships if the 
renewals are not in fairly soon.  Should you have 
decided not to renew, and particularly if the reason 
is to do with the way in which the MWA is run, 
please tell us.  We need to know.

For this month I welcome contributions from Eddie 
Morgan and Ralph Pooley.  It is always a pleasure 
for me not to have to write the articles as well as edit 
the Newsletter!

You will notice some changes in the way in which 
the meeting room is set out.  More and more 
members and guests are attending the meetings, 
and we are approaching the maximum capacity of 
the room.  The changes are intended to make a little 
more space available to the members.
    

       Alan  
P.S.  Pics are so much better when seen on our web site!

Ally Pally 2009! 
It was Exhibition Time again, and once more, MWA was in charge of the stand. Things were a little 
different this time.  Instead of the usual enclosed stand, we were allocated a few  tables, arranged in 
a rough square.  The exhibits were arranged on the tables, and a rather beaten up old Poolwood lathe 
was brought in to service the “Advice Clinic”.   We lived inside the square, and were able to meet 
the public with relative ease.  It was thought also that visitors were able to appraise the very fine 
exhibits more readily with this more open arrangement, though the staff did feel rather exposed!  A 
major flaw was that there was nowhere to display any posters or other visual material .  This greatly 
diminished the impact of the stand, and reduced the means of advertising to a few leaflets.   Your 
scribe thought we looked rather like a poor relation compared with other stands nearby.      contd.                                       
contd.



Ally Pally 2009!  contd. 

MWA was well represented by up to half a dozen stewards, plus a rota of willing turners operating 
the advice clinic.  On the day your scribe was there, few  people actually asked for advice. Mostly 
it was members of the public simply enjoying the seemingly magical ease with which the turners 
shaped lumps of wood into attractive items.  An advantage of the informal set up was the ease with 
which the turners could chat with the audience; something which was not always possible with the 
other demonstrations taking place in the show.  Congratulations to Ralph Pooley and his team who 
dealt with the set up and running of the stand, also to the stalwarts who kept the lathe running 
throughout the exhibition.  Adrian Needham and Mike Collas were also there in their capacities as 
officers of the AWGB.   Conditions for photography were not ideal, but the pictures on the Gallery 
page will give a flavour of the excellent and interesting work in show. 

Our wood turning counterparts in Ireland have 
long held an annual Seminar, which has been 
described as one of the things to visit  if you are a 
turner  In 2008, Eddie and Mary Morgan decided 
to make that visit, and I am pleased to publish 
Eddie’s account of their trip.  Ed.

At the beginning of October, Mary and I set out 
for the Diamond Coast Hotel for the 25th 
Seminar, which on this occasion was organised by 
the Craobh Co-Chapter in Enniscrone, County 
Sligo.

We arrived 
Friday 
Lunchtime, 
when we 
received our 
welcome packs 
and entered my 
pieces in the 
Instant Gallery.    
We started at 
2.00 pm with a 
demo by David 
Springett, turning spheres and a Harlequin ball. 
After that we saw Billy Henry turning a Melon 
box, and followed that with a design workshop 
by Tom McCosh.  Our Evening meal was 
followed by ‘meet the presenters’.

Saturday kicked 
off with Cindy 
Drozda turning a 
multi-axis box, 
and that ws 
followed by Ray 
Key making his 
oriental boxes.   

After lunch, it was back to Liam O’Neill and 
functional bowls, followed by Cindy Drozda 
with a finial star bowl with scalloped edges. In 
the evening there was a banquet, followed by 
prize giving, and the whole was rounded off 
by an Irish comedian

On Sunday we 
stared off with 
David 
Springett 
turning lattice 
lids, then 
moved on to 
Tony Wilson 
with natural edged bowls, followed by a 
Shamrock bowl in Laburnum. The came lunch.  
After lunch,  we watched Nick Agar producing 
a carved, textured and coloured bowl.  Other 
presenters present were J.F.Escoulen, Mark 
Baker, Willie Stedmond, and Phil Irons. It was 
not possible for us to see them all!

The food and the Instant Gallery were both 
excellent, and there was also a well stocked 
traders’ area.  Altogether it was an excellent 
weekend, and well worth the travelling

Eddie Morgan

Irish Woodturners’ Guild. 
25th Annual Seminar.
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Gallery          Exhibits at Alexandra Palace 
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Exhibitions - Craft Shows - Events 
Over the past few years our presence at the above has grown, and last year we attended five such 
venues, culminating in our exhibition in the Cow Byre in November.   We now have 25% o our 
membership exhibiting at these events, and it is h hoped that this will continue.

We discarded the old green table cloths last year, when we purchased new cloths and other items, 
and it is hoped that the upgrade will continue with the replacement of the old exhibition boxes and 
shelving.  All this will enhance the quality of our shows.

Our previous exhibition space has enabled us to accommodate all those wishing to exhibit, and 
wit our latest policy of allocating space according to availability and numbers of members wishing 
to exhibit we hope that everyone wishing to participate will be able to do so. We also wish to 
provide one area allocated to Gallery Style pieces, and with single items and craft fair (multiple) 
items exhibited together in another area.  This is being done to further improve the appearance of
our Exhibitions, and to show the public what we at MWA can achieve.

Finally, if in the past you have not visited any of the exhibitions of your fellow members’ work, I 
would urge you to do so as they are well worth seeing, and you will be proud of their achievements.

       Ralph Pooley

January meeting with Paul Nesbitt
He of the colourful turning smocks elected to 
demonstrate the making of spiral formed 
candlesticks by offset centres turning,.

He started with an 
accurately squared up 
length of timber.  The 
marking out of the 
centres on the ends of the 
piece is crucial to the 
process. It is illustrated in 
the photo. and Paul can 
provide the actual 

measurements via his web site.

Starting on the true centres of the wood,  corners 
were removed to form a cylinder. Paul used Steb 
centres at both ends, these being ideal for this 
work.  Moving to the offset centres, which were 
numbered, he 
reminded us that 
the rule is that the 
numbers of the 
centres used at 
either end should 
always add up to 
four. i.e. using 
No1 at the 
headstock end 
requires the use of 
No.3 at the 
tailstock end and 
so on.  Turning 
proceeded, using a 

small gouge, 
until the turned 
surface 
coincided with 
the marking out.  
This was 
repeated for 
each side in turn.  The spiralled shape was 
now achieved, and it only remained to clean 
up the ends, bore for the candle socket, and 
polish the job.

Sanding was initially done with an electric 
detail sander, followed by by hand and much 
hard graft!  The final polish was achieved by 
buffing on a cloth mop loaded with abrasive 
compound, and followed by another clean 
mop loaded with Carnuba wax.

Peter had a little time 
left, so he quickly 
produced a three 
sided bowl, again 
produced on multiple 
centres.  This was a 
quick process, though 
low speeds were used 
because of large out 
of balance forces. 
Photos on the gallery 
page illustrate the 
process.

An excellent demo!
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