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May I offer you all my sincere Christmas and New year 
Greetings.  It has been a very busy and successful wood 
turning year for all of us, and I look forward to being able 
to say that again at the end of next year!.

Your Membership Renewal forms are attached to this 
Newsletter.  Please correct any errors, sign the form,and 
return it as soon as you can, with your remittance, to the 
Treasurer.  

I know I have said it before, but please do not  send your 
AWGB renewal direct to AWGB, as it is included in your 
MWA subscription, and we pass it on “in bulk” , so to 
speak.

If you joined MWA after1st October, you get a bonus, 
and do not need to renew until January 2011. If this is the 
case fo you, please check for errors, and if you spot any, 
correct them and give your form to me (Newsletter Editor) 
so that I can update my database.  

Name badges which show your MWA number are issued 
to all new members.  It helps if  members will wear their 
name badges at meetings.  Should your badge have been 
lost of  damaged, please write down your name, as you 
wish it to appear on your badge, and give the note to me 
(Newsletter Editor), and I will print you a new one.

Alan.

  Your new Committee 
There were some changes to the Officers and Committee 
at the AGM in November,  We welcome Tony Champion 
as Chairman and Mary Morgan as Secretary. These are 
demanding posts, and the ‘old guard ‘ of the Committee 
will give Mary and Tony maximum support as they run 
up to speed.  Welcome also to Mike Mansfield and Peter 
Phelps as new Committee members. Both bring new ideas 
and new skills to the committee.  Your Newsletter Editor 
is a co-opted additional member of the Committee.



Gary Rance  in  a Twist!

Gary Rance was our 
demonstrator in 
October.  For this 
evening his project 
had a new twist - 
literally!   Taking a 
length of quite 
ordinary pine, he 
took us through the 
basic stages of twist 
turning. Twist 
turning is misnamed, because the twist is carved 
into a previously turned cylinder.  Gary first took 

us through 
the marking 
out of a 
single 
regular twist.

The details of marking out may not show up well 
in the photographs, but involved plotting evenly 
spaced reference marks around and along the 
cylinder. These were then joined up into a smooth 
flowing line. Some turners use a saw to make the 
initial 
cut, but Gary used a small round Microplane rasp 
to cut the initial 
twist. Note in the 
photograph the use 
of a rubber finger 
cone to protect Gary’s forefinger! 

 Having established the twist, Gary followed up 
with a larger rasp to deepen the twist to near its 
final size.  This left a square shouldered twist, 
which had to be rounded off.  Gary used a small  
‘palm plane’ for this, but a flat rasp would do the 
job just as well if more slowly.  Having achieved
 an acceptable twist,                                            
Gary used abrasives to finally smooth it off.   

Some of the 
smoothing can be 
done with the 
work slowly 
rotating, and 
lengths of 
abrasive strip.  It     
takes time and is quite hard work!  Having 
achieved a satisfactory surface, Gary turned the 
detail on the blank parts of the cylinder, 
revealing that he intended to make a candlestick. 

The various 
details came 
directly from the 

tools, and needed hardly any sanding. You 
would expect that from Gary!   

 Next came the base of the candlestick. This 
was a simple turning job, the only critical part 
being the socket into which the stem of the 
candlestick would be glued.  As it happened, 
Gary made a rare (deliberate?) mistake , and 
made the hole a little too big for the spigot, but 
he was quite unabashed.  The remedy was to 
use a knurling tool to raise the fibres of the 
spigot.  Gary  explained that provided the joint 
was then immediately glued, it would work.  
Were the joint  to be assembled dry and 
dismantled  the raised fibres would become 
crushed, and the joint would fail.  Knurling 
cannot be repeated.

Throughout his demonstration, Gary delivered 
a stream of hints, tips, and advice concerning 
wood, tools and techniques. There was not 
quite the usual amount of banter with the 
audience, owing to the absence of some of his 
usual tormenters, but we all had a good laugh 
from time to time.  This was another very good 
evening by a popular demonstrator.
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EGM & AGM. A Brief Report

Attendance was less than at a normal meeting.   A 
full report will be given at next year’s AGM, but 
your scribe will note here some important details.  
The actual AGM was commendably short, with 
relatively  brief reports from the officers, which 
were readily accepted by the members.     The 
Treasurer reported that there was no need for an 
increase in the MWA  membership fee, but as the 
fee includes the AWGB subscription, and since the 
AWGB subscription will increase by £2.00 from 
1st January 2010, we shall have to add that to our 
charges. This change was accepted by those 
present. The new fees structure is shown on your 
renewal form.  Meeting fees will not to be changed, 
and will remain at £3.00 plus a voluntary £1.00 for 
a raffle ticket.

Thankfully, members had responded well by 
nominating and seconding members for officer and 
committee posts, and the proposal, carried at the 

EGM, that nominations could in emergency 
be accepted from the floor at the AGM  was 
not used.  Your new Committee and its 
Officers are shown on Page one of this 
Newsletter.  New members may like to know 
that Officers and Committee members wear 
orange coloured name badges for easy 
recognition.

After the AGM, we were shown the DVD of 
the presentation at the AWGB Seminar 2009,  
showcasing the expert demonstrators at the 
Seminar, and examples of their work.  
Following that, was the DVD of the best 50 
exhibits from the Instant Gallery at the 
Seminar . Some stunning examples were 
shown, and a small team of experienced 
turners ventured their comment on many of 
them.  This made a pleasant and informative 
reward to those who had braved the AGM!   

The MWA  web site 

The web site was originally set up in September 2004 by Christina Bishop, as an extension of Adrian 
Needham’s personal site.  Christina started from scratch, having to learn all about the building of the 
site and its operation.  Those of us who have sampled the site from time to time have appreciated her 
work.  There is a gallery of members work, details of the MWA  Committee and programme, links to 
other sites and a library of past Newsletters, which have been shown in colour since October 2004. 
Christina has now relinquished the MWA site because of other pressures, and now is the time to 
express our thanks for all the hard work she has done on behalf of MWA.  Christina, your hard work 
has created a valuable part of MWA , which will continue long into the future. 

The new web master is Peter Phelps.  Peter would welcome input from the members.  He is currently 
interested in offering space on the site to members, and also a sales board. He would also welcome 
any ideas and innovations. He may be contacted on  laptop@pphelps.co.uk  or approached during 
Club evenings.
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Next Meeting 

The next meeting is on January 14th  2010.  The demonstrator will be Jeff Rayner, 
who will be turning a square bowl.



The Cow Byre Exhibition
The annual exhibition at the Cow Byre 
in Ruislip took place very late in the 
season, and the weather was 
discouragingly “Wet & Windy”.  
Thanks to the little Café on the site we 
did have a steady trickle of visitors, and 
sales began to add up.  Overall we did 
not take as much money as in past 
years, but were satisfied with the total of 
about £1300.  Some of that went to pay 
the hire costs for the gallery, and some 
was given to the Shooting Star charity .  
No less than 24 members exhibited, and everybody sold something.  Space was tight, and even with 
the bringing in of extra tables, we had to dispense with the lathe and demonstrations.  With hindsight 
this was a mistake. Next year we will have the lathe set up as usual even if it means a little less space 
fo the exhibits, and doing without our traditional tea making set up.

The organisation by Ralph Pooley and his team was excellent, and the new acrylic display shelves, 
with the new green cloths, transformed the 
presentation of the display. Some members were 
encouraged to use their own display stands to 
good effect.  The Cow Byre is a good venue, and 
with better advertising the event, it will continue to 
serve us well.  Much credit goes to the organising 
team, but we also wish to thank all those who 
gave time for stewarding and acting as general 
dogsbodies when required.  Apart from anything 
else, this was a great social occasion for those 
who took part.

Cow Byre Gallery


