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As we come to the end of yet another busy Wood Turning
year, may I offer you all my very best wishes for Christmas
and the New Year.
I must make apologies to Mike Wood and Phil Jones,
whose names I managed to mix up in the November
Newsletter. Thanks to Peter Phelps, our web master, the
on-line version has been corrected, but for those who
have just the printed version, I can only ask them to make
the necessary adjustments. I do hope that I shall be
forgiven for my error.
This edition of the Newsletter contains the programme
for 2011. May I suggest that you note the dates in your
diaries. Further details will be published as they become
available. Details of our Exhibitions and Shows are not
yet available, but will be published in due course.
Following the AGM, the new Committee is listed on this
page. I am pleased to note that although Richard Bird has
relinquished the office of Treasurer, he remains a
committee member.
Your membership renewal form is attached to this
Newsletter. Please note that you should not pay your
AWGB subscription direct to AWGB, as it is is included
in your MWA subscription. Please also note that Life
Members will still need to pay to MWA their AWGB
subscription, and please also note that new members who
joined in October do not need to renew until Jan 2012.
The Treasurer will appreciate prompt payment of your
subscription for 2011. Please correct any errors in your
renewal form, and return it with your with your payment..
Finally, you will be pleased to know that at the AGM it
was announced that there will be no increase in either
membership fees or the monthly meeting fee in 2011.

Alan
DOH!

It is most important to note that sharp tools cut better than
blunt tools! Nick Arnull discussing sharpening in Woodturning
magazine.

AGM Report.
The business of the meeting was quickly completed. Reports were given and approved, and the
new Committee elected en bloc. Details are on the front page of this newsletter. Derek Pollecutt
has taken on the Treasurer’s job, and Richard Bird has reverted to being a committee member,
where his experience will be invaluable. Apart from that, there has been no other change.
The meeting became quite lively under ‘Any Other Business’. The matter of poor publicity for
the Cow Byre Exhibition was raised. The management of the site had promised that it would
provide publicity, but in the event this did not happen. We were not allowed to put up our own
posters around the site. Indeed, those we put up in 2009 were immediately removed by the
management, and we were not allowed to put put our large banner at the entry to the site. Flyers
had been made available at all shows, but Frank Gooch felt that we should also have produced
flyers for the members (All show dates and details were already published in the Newsletter. Ed.).
The Committee appreciates the importance of Publicity, and will continue to look into it.
Dennis Keeling had written, proposing that a small group should look at the possibilities of
renting a small workshop which members, and especially new members, could use prior to
buying their own lathes, and which would also act as a permanent club room. The proposal found
good support amongst those present. This has concerned the Committee for some time in
connection with the desire to have facilities where young people could be introduced to wood
turning. Little or no support has been forthcoming from local schools, which see little relevance
of the subject to the National Curriculum. Local Authority premises attract a very high rental,
likewise any vacant light industrial premises in the area. There are also the high costs and Health
and Safety aspects of the setting up of small workshops to be taken into account. It was pointed
out that in some parts of the country, Clubs do have such workshops, but these often have been.
made available by benefactors, or are in areas where derelict property is to be found. Middlesex
is not such an area! Awards for All was mentioned, but you have to have premises before an
award can be applied for. It was decided to ask Dennis Keeling to head a small working party to
look further into the matter, and report back to the Committee.
The second part of the evening was passed over to Stuart King, who showed a selection of his
vintage video collection. Some of these videos are unique records of crafts long ago superseded
by modern industry, while others were pure entertainment, though still related to wood crafts.
Stuart has collected a large library of such films and videos over many years, It was a pleasure to
look again at some of them. Once again, thank you Stuart.

Recent Shows.
At both the Windsor Racecourse Live Crafts Show, and our own Cow Byre Exhibition MWA had
well stocked and attractive displays of high quality turnery. At the Windsor Show, as we were
situated in a large marquee shared by many other crafts people, it was not possible for us to present
our customary demonstrations. Nevertheless, sales were good, if a little down on the previous year
when we had our own marquee. We are grateful to HD Fairs. Ltd, who make it possible for us to
show at their Live Crafts events. The display at the Cow Byre was impressive, with a large
number of members contributing. Despite the poor weather, and despite the lack of promised
publicity, there was a steady trickle of interested visitors throughout the week. Regular
demonstrations were arranged throughout the week, resulting in many smaller items being made
for the charity table, or for future display! It was a pity that only a few MWA members came
along to see and enjoy the impressive work of their colleagues.
Money wise, the Windsor show made sales of a little under £1000 over a weekend, and the Cow
Byre Show made sales of a little under £2000 over the week of the show. Most of the money was
returned to the members whose work had sold. Some went to the Shooting Star charity, and in the
case of the Cow Byre, a little went towards the rental etc. of the gallery. Altogether these were
satisfactory results, which reflect the hard work of Ralph Pooley and his assistants in planning,
setting up, and manning the shows. The editor regrets that no photographs of these shows were
available to him, but pictures of many of the items on display have been shown on the Gallery
pages of past newsletters.
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Middlesex Woodurners.
Programme for Year 2011.
January 13th Greg Morton.
February 10th Workshop Evening.
March 10th Colin Smith.

New Advice Clinic
There is a wealth of advice and
information available to members from
other members of MWA. The problem is
how to access it!
With this in mind it has been decided to
start an Advice Clinic which would take
place on Workshop Evenings. This will
be entirely separate from the
Competition Table, and will be intended
for beginning turners and others who feel
the need of help in improving their work,
or overcoming practical difficulties which
they have experienced. We hope that the
format for the Advice Clinic will evolve in
response to members’ wishes. As we
run the clinic, we hope that members will
feel free to tell us just what sort of advice
and help they need. Members will be
invited to bring in their work for appraisal
and advice from a team of seasoned
turners. This service will begin in
conjunction with the February 2011
Workshop Evening, and will be part of
each Workshop Evening in 2011.

April 14th Workshop Evening.
May 12th Robin Fawcett.
May 22nd All Day Seminar
with Simon Hope.
June 9th Workshop Evening.
July 14th Richard Findley.
August 11th Workshop Evening.
September 8th John Barclay.
October 13th TBA.
November 8th ‘AGM Plus’.
December 8th Christmas Party.

“Elf & Safety” Again!
The current overemphasis on Health & Safety matters causes much irritation and even derision.
This is a pity because it encourages people to disregard the rules. I make no apology for returning
to this important matter, because wood turning can be a dangerous occupation if safety matters are
ignored. Mostly it boils down to common sense. Here is some advice to those new to wood turning.
It is our responsibility to become sufficiently trained and educated before beginning to turn.
Protection of eyes is most important. Safety spectacles or goggles should be mandatory. Better
still, use a face mask. Dust is a serious hazard, and some turners have developed serious allergies
triggered by wood dust. And don’t think that only hardwoods are a problem. Perhaps the best
solution is a powered helmet, which filters the air you breathe and is also a face shield.
Cumbersome and expensive, but set that against lifelong disability if ‘the dust gets you’ If you
prefer disposable dust masks, don’t buy cheap ones, and change them often.
When working, be sure that the speed is correct for the size and shape of the job, This is especially
important with variable speed lathes, and always remember to spin the lathe by hand before
switching on. Use tailstock support whenever possible. Keep the tool rest close to the work, and
either remove it or slide it away when sanding, and never leave the lathe running unattended. It is
of particular importance to ensure that the tools are properly ground and kept sharp. Blunt tools
have to be forced, and are very dangerous. Keep the tool on the rest, and avoid excessive overhang
with thin tools. Tool handles should be long enough to ensure proper control, and never, ever be
tempted to make tools out of old files. They may be good steel, but they are usually full of
microscopic cracks, and break easily. Much more could be said, but that will do for now! ATS.
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Gallery

These are all items seen on the Competition Table.
Take a look at them in colour on our web site.
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