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As always at this time of the year, I like to remind 
members who have yet to renew their Membership 
subscriptions that  AWGB will remove from its lists the 
names of those who have not renewed by the end of 
March. If you intend to renew, please contact the 
Treasurer as soon as you can.  If  you do not intend to 
renew,  the Treasurer would appreciate it if you would 
contact him and confirm your decision. 

AWGB has decided to admit to membership all young 
people whose nineteenth birthday falls after the first of 
January, with out charging any fee. MWA will follow the 
lead of AWGB, and admit to membership all who qualify, 
at no charge.  It is important to understand that young 
people still must be registered as members in order to be 
protected by the MWA /AWGB Insurance policy. 

Changes to the 2011 Programme.  Please note that on 
12th May, Gary Rance will take the place of Robin 
Fawcett, and on 13th October, the demonstrator will be 
John Johnson.  A revised Programme for 2011 is on the 
Notice Board.

News about the Exhibitions Programme.  Regretfully, the 
organisers have advised us that once again the Middlesex 
Show is cancelled for 2011, and the Chilterns Show is no 
longer viable, and will not be held in 2011.  We will still 
have a stand at the Live Crafts show at Great. Missenden 
in October, and also at Live Crafts at Windsor 
Racecourse in December.  Our usual show in the Cow 
Byre in Ruislip is booked for November.  We are actively 
looking for a venue earlier in the year.  I will publish a 
Shows Calendar when I have all the details. 

Alan

Dates for your Diary  

March 10th  Colin Smith. Details TBA when known.

April 14th  Workshop Evening. Details TBA.

12th May  Gary Rance. Details TBA  when known.



 Christmas Party  

The Christmas Party this year was slightly 
different. Two representatives of the Shooting 
Star Hospice, the charity which the Club 
supports, joined us to give a presentation about 
the work of the Hospice. Shooting Star provides 
respite care for disabled and sick children and 
their parents, and offers a wide range of 

therapeutic and 
medical services 
as well as loving 
care which is an 
all important part 
of the work.  The 
presentation was 
in the form of the 
well known 

Power Point programme.  It was excellently 
prepared, and gave a clear picture of the wide 
ranging provisions made by the Charity. It was 
well received by the members.  Following the 
presentation, members were invited to visit the 
stall set up by Shooting Star to buy various 
small fund 
raising items. It 
was well 
supported, 
raising £120, to 
which was 
added a further 
£82.53 from 
the club’s 
charity box, 
making a total 
of £200.53. 
Paula and her friend were invited to stay for the 
the remainder of the evening, and thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves.

The competition for the evening was in the 
form of  “Ready, Steady- TURN!” and the 
object to be turned against the clock was a 
small 
goblet, 
which 
had to 
have a 
clearly 
defined 
bowl, a 
stem,, 
and a 
foot. (This was to forestal any clever guys 
who might try to side-step the difficult bits 
with  a “modern” design!)  Great fun was 
had by all participants, but only the very best 
turners managed to complete the job within 
the ten minutes allowed.

The rest of the 
evening was 
devoted to the 
excellent 
“eats” laid on 
by the caterers 
for the Gaelic 
Athletics 
Association, 
and general 
socialising 

among the members.  There was hardly any 
food left over!   As usual the Club Shop and 
the Library were open, and the Bring & Buy 
tables enjoyed some useful trade.  This was a 
very enjoyable evening, enhanced by the 
knowledge that we had made a useful 
contribution to our chosen Charity. 
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Electrical Safety
I am grateful to Gordon Cookson who drew my attention to a letter published recently in Good 
Woodworking magazine.  In it the writer was alerted by a smell of burning when he was using 
his band saw. There are usually only two causes of such burning. Either the user has been 
forcing a very blunt blade into hard wood, producing charred sawdust, or he has been trying to
 cut a radius too small for the width of the band saw blade.  In both cases the remedy is obvious. 
Change the blade!   But in this case the machine was in good condition and there was no sign of 
charring.  Eventually he found the cause. The switch boxes in the workshop were metal, and 
fine wood dust had accumulated in one of them. An insulating grommet where the cable entered 
the box had failed, allowing the cable to chafe against the metal box, and eventually leading to 
sparks which had set the dust alight.  The writer was lucky to averted a serious fire. I would add 
my own comment that if the electrical installation had included a Residual Current Detector 
(RCD), it would have cut off the power immediately  when the fault occurred. I would urge 
everybody to check their installation from time to time, and instal an RCD if there isn’t one 
already..  Editor 



January Meeting  

Greg Morton was 
out demonstrator in 
January.  Greg 
prefers to bring his 
own lathe for his 
demonstrations. He 
often makes large 
out of balance items, 
so he uses a very 
heavily built lathe 
with variable speed 
drive. His lathe took 
a considerable effort 
to manhandle it into 
our upstairs venue!

Greg set out to demonstrate some special 
techniques during the course of the evening. This 
was quite an undertaking in the limited time 
available. He began with a familiar object, a natural 
edge bowl turned 
from a short log held 
crossways in the 
lathe. First came the 
selection of the wood.  
Greg had selected a 
log which was still not 
fully dry. This 
ensured that the bark 
would remain 
attached.  He had  
halved it, and removed 
the corners to save 
turning time.  Many 
people when making 
this kind of bowl simply mount it on a screw 
chuck, but Greg always begins by mounting the log 
between centres. This enables him to adjust the 
centres so that all four ‘corners of the log rotate in 
the same plane. This is important if a symmetrical 
bowl is to be achieved.  When satisfied, Greg 
turned the outside of the bowl, leaving a spigot for 
future mounting in a chuck. It was important to 

leave a centre mark 
on the spigot for the 
final operation on 
the bowl. As he 
worked Greg gave 
many mini-lessons 
on the tools and 
techniques he was 
using. He worked 
mainly with
 a bowl gouge, but 
he made it work as 
a scraper too. He 
achieved a fine 

finish from the tools, sharpening them often, 
needing 
only a 
token 
sanding 
to show 
how it 
should 
be 
done.

He used 
the 
bowl 
gouge 
on the 
inside of the bowl, pointing out that the edge 
of the bowl would show up any variations in 
thickness. Because of the shape of the bowl, 
much of the cutting was “in air”, and this 
required a very careful approach, and a clear 
sight of the shadowy outline seen when the 
bowl was revolving. It was essential to make a 
clean entry cut if the bark was to be 
preserved.  As before, Greg made the gouge 
do duty as a scraper when necessary.  
Sanding was by power sanding, and for 
obvious reasons was done with the work 
stationary. Greg spoke about finishing 
technique, but as it takes much time to get a 
really good finish, he did not show the 
whole 
process.

All that 
remained 
now was to 
remove the 
chucking 
spigot. As 
the picture 
shows, the 
bowl was 
mounted 
between a 
chuck 
mounted pad and the tailstock, and the 
spigot turned almost completely away, 
using light cuts from a spindle gouge. Note 
the washer on the tail,stock centrre! The 
final stub was removed by hand.

After the tea break, Greg began a very 
attractive partly offset vase, again with the 
bark left on. For this he again chose a not 
fully dry log. As the picture shows, this was 
mounted between centres, with the tailstock 
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January  Meeting contd.
tailstock end widely offset.  This is where his 
heavy duty lathe and variable speed motor came 

into 
their 
own. 
Greg 
was 
able to 
find a 
speed 
which 
was 

fast, but produced little vibration. This would be 
hard to achieve without variable speed.The end of 
the wood was faced off , and then Greg began to 
round off the 
wood behind what 
would become the 
offset mouth of 
the vase. Once the 
bulk of the 
eccentric wood 
had been removed, the lathe speed was increased. 

First the mouth of 
the vase was 
opened out, using 
a small gouge, 
leaving a stalk to 
maintain support, 
and the hole bored   
This had to be 
done with care, 

stopping to remove shavings from the flute of 
the gouge at very frequent intervals. Greg 
reminded us how hot the gouge would become!  
Next the underside of the mouth, and the neck 
of the vase were carefully turned, until the 
bulge of the base of the vase was reached.  The 
vase was held  only in the chuck jaws, and it 
was no surprise that it came out a couple of 
times!However, it always ran true when 
replaced, and the bulbous base of the vase was 
turned to the point where it was ready to be 

parted off. Finishing would follow the usual 
methods, but Greg did not part it off because it 
really needed more work to be done on it.  By 
this time he had overrun his time, not least 
because he had to stop so many times to deal 
with questions and opinions from the audience.  
During his demonstration, Greg proved to be a 
huge source of information on everything he 
did, and there could be few turners present who 
did not gain something new to apply to their 
own work. This was a splendid evening, 
something we have come to expect from this 
demonstrator.
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Mini-Gallery

A  few more of Greg’s vases

other items from the 
competition table

visit www.middxturners.com
to see these in full colour


