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The MWA Newsletter is at last moving into the 
21st century . Beginning with edition Number 148,
the newsletter will no longer be distributed in paper 
form.  It will instead be published on line to every 
member whose internet address is on our files.  It 
has been originated in full colour for many years, 
but the extremely high cost of colour photo copying 
has necessitated conversion to old fashioned black 
& white for publication. Needless to say, no amount 
of Photo Shopping can make B&W pictures look 
esactly like the original objects!   Of course, there 
are some members who are not on line, and for 
them, and also for visitors to the Club, a small run 
of B&W paper copies will still be produced.   Unless 
the number is very small, the budget will not run to 
colour printing.  Important. If you are on line, but 
don’t receive your newsletter in August, please 
e-mail me. on  alan@al2783hare.plus.com

I would like to thank MWA member Stephen Tribbick 
for helping to compile a full list of  members’ e-mail 
addresses

Alan

        For your Diary
June 12th.  MWA All Day Seminar, 

July 14th .  Ben Dick will demonstrate.

July 19th to 5th August.  Exhibition in  Uxbridge 
Library UB8 1HD   Details will be announced .

August 11th. Workshop evening, incl. sharpening.



May Meeting with Tony Walton
Tony Walton’s 
demonstration this 
time was to show 
the use of stencils 
and an airbrush to 
embellish work 
turned in other
wise bland timber.   
He began by 
making a box 
from a piece of 
maple wood.
 First he turned 
the lid, inside out
 as it were, mounting 

it on a jam chuck f to 
finish the outside.  
Next, the body of the 
box was shaped and 
the inside cored out.  
Maple is a timber 
which normally 
finishes well from the 
tool, so very little 
sanding was required 
to bring the surfaces to 
readiness for finishing. 

As will be seen 
from the 
photographs, the 
box was of an 
amphora like 
shape, which needs 
a support 
if it is to stand 
upright.  For the 
stand Tony had 
prepared a block 

of maple with a hole 
at its centre. This was pressed onto 
a spigot turned on a scrap of timber to make an 
effective jam chuck.  Taking due care, Tony turned 
the convex profile first, and sanded it, then 
reversed it on the jam chuck to turn out the centre 
to give an even wall thickness.  Sanding of the 
stand was nor easy to do, but a combination of 
power sanding and 
hand sanding on the 
stationary  surface 
produced the a good 
finish.  This brought 
us to the coffee break 
.
After the break, Tony 
produced his 
collection of 
airbrushes.  These are 

expensive items, and 
most people would 
purchase one, and 
quickly rinse it out 
between colour changes.  
Not so Tony! He uses 
five main colours, so he 
has five airbrushes, one 
for each colour.  He 
gave us a brief 

demonstration of the 
control he had over the 
application of colour 
with the airbrush. 
Unfortunately, he chose 
yellow as his 
demonstration colour, 
which could barely be 
discerned under the 

yellow  artificial lighting.  Things improved 
when he began work on the box.  He first 
shaded different background colours onto the 
box and stand, and then produced a sheet of 
laser cut outlines of 
maple leaves. These were 
self adhesive and 
reusable, and could be 
used either to allow a 
representation of the leaf 
to be sprayed, or 
alternatively, a shadow of 
the leaf.  Using the 
stencils, he decorated 
both the box and its stand 
in artfully applied 
colours.  After a period to 
allow the colours to dry, the whole assembly 
would eventually receive a coat of polish.  The 
overall result was, it has to be admitted, a little 
bit cheap and cheerful, but Tony maintained that 
as this stuff sold well, then this was what he was 
going to produce!  Tony told us about his 
recently acquired laser cutting machine, with 
which he makes his stencils, and also does other 
work. He was able to sell sheets of the leaf 
stencils to those members who wished to 
experiment.Tony is not a man of many words, 
but he interspersed his work with useful 
comments and tips about the tools and methods 
he was using , and was more than ready to 
respond to questions and comments from his 
audience.  
Altogether, a 
slightly different 
informative and 
interesting 
evening.
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Great Barn Exhibition
Middlesex Wood turners had their usual big display at this 
annual exhibition by the Hillingdon Arts group We also 
had a space in which the club lathe was set up.  The work 
on display was of very high quality throughout,   on sale 
for very reasonable prices.  As always at this event,there 
was only a trickle of visitors, and it was disappointing that 
so few of our members who live locally made the effort to  
call in.  Sales were modest, and a series of turners 
throughout the week provided interest for some of the 
visitors. Your scribe found it rewarding to demonstrate to 
children, who in turn were rewarded by a present of the 
mushrooms they had just seen turned!  Although business was slow, the effort had been worth while, 
with an adequate return for the exhibitors, and with useful publicity for 
the club. 

Woodworks at Daventry
Middlesex Wood turners have become regular participants in this excellent show. various clubs are 
invited to participate, in competition with others, in a variety of turning challenges. For this year the 
most difficult  challenge was to make a three legged milking stool within a specified time limit.  It 
was to be a group effort, and in our case separate members of the team made the legs and the top.  
All work on the blanks had to be carried out at the venue. No pre working or preparation was 
permitted.  The MWA stool was beautifully made, and we had high hope of claiming the top place. 
However, the judges decided that there was a design fault. The legs were, in their view, placed too 
close to the centre of the seat, and the prize went to another well made stool.  We shall try again next 
year!       (I hope to have a picture of the stool in a future edition of teh Newsletter. Ed.)

April Workshop
Two of the lathes were reserved for sphere turning, without the use of a specialist sphere turning jig.  
The third lathe was in use with the beginning turners group this group is a new venture, intended to 
give novice turners some hands on tuition in the basics of the craft.  Tony Champion and Mike 
Wood were the sphere turners, and Phil Jones looked after the beginners.  The club grinder was 
available for tool sharpening.  Members may be interested to know that the club has purchased sets 
of smaller turning tools, made by Hamlet esecially for use with compact lathes.. It had been found 
that the full sized tools were just too long for comfortable use with our small lathes,   The club‘s 
original and almost unused sets of full sized tools have now been sold to club members at  bargain 
prices. We live and learn!
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A Gripe  
Digested from notes I wrote ten years ago.   Too much work is seen at shows with faults which 
should never be seen in public. First and foremost, a poor finish is inexcusable. I have noticed 
lumpy bottoms, streaky wax finish through excessive use of a wax stick, and worst of all, peeling 
lacquer finish applied over wet timber.   Wet turned work must be given time for the inevitable 
distortion while drying. Such work has misshapen bottoms, and wobble on the table. This same 
wet turned work had rough patches, which no amount of wax or lacquer can remedy. What;s 
wrong with taking a little more time to get it right?  I should add that  few MWA membews are 
guilty of these sins, but there is no harm in reminding everybody about them!
Also, Why do some turners persist in underpricing their work at just over the cost of timber and 
materials?   Alan.



Gallery   
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