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Seasonal Greetings to you all.
Once again it is time to renew memberships.  
You will find a renewal form attached to your 
copy of the Newsletter.  Please check the details 
for errors, correct them if necessary, and return 
it with your remittance to the Treasurer, Derek 
Pollecutt ASAP   Please note that your 
subscription includes membership of AWGB.  
Please do not pay any money directly to AWGB.  
Please note also that if you have joined MWA 
since October 1st 2011, you do not need to 
renew your subscription until next year.

You will find a complete programme for 2012 in 
this Newsletter.  Please cut it out and save it for 
your future reference.  More detail for each 
month will be published as and when it 
becomes available.  Ralph Pooley is to be 
congratulated for his hard work in preparing the 
programme.

Alan

Workshops Programme for 2012

The Workshops Programme in 2011 has been very 
successful, with increasing numbers of members taking 
part in each session, and plenty of opportunity for others 
to observe, and to indulge in the discussions and sharing 
of opinions which are so important in any club. For 2012 
there will be a change in the format of workshop evenings 
Instead of the same project being allocated to each lathe, 
we aim to have several different projects running 
simultaneously.  It would be helpful if members would 
tell any committee member of any topic they would like 
to have included in the programme. The more feedback 
we have, the more informative the sessions will become.



October meeting
At short notice, the demonstrator we had expected 
for this evening was not able to attend. We are 
very grateful to Dennis Keeling who stepped into 
the breach, and to others who worked behind the 
scenes to ensure that his equipment would be 
compatible with our projector system.

Dennis is known 
as an authority on 
segmented turning. 
His portfolio 
contains some very 
beautiful examples 
of his art.  Because 
of the nature of 
segmented turning, 
and the many 
processes involved, 
Dennis had 
prepared a pictorial presentation of the stages in 
the production of an example.  He began by 
giving details about himself and his early forays 
into segmented turning. He received help and 
advice from well known American exponents of 
the art, and has developed his own style since.  
Unlike some who draft their designs on paper, 
Dennis  uses of an ingenious computer
programme.  He also now uses commercially 
available jigs to guarantee accuracy of assembly, 
though in the early stages, he produced his own 
jigs.  Dennis took us through the stages of 
producing the design, and then the segments 
which would make up the design.  He has a very 
well equipped workshop with machinery to make  
preparation simple and accurate.

Once the segments, in various sizes and with a 
few spares, were ready, assembly began with the 
base ring. The right choice of glue is vital. As the 
assemblies have to be handled soon after gluing, a 
glue with a quick ‘grab’ is important. It also 
eliminates the need for cramping.  As the finished 
object contains a multiplicity of glued joints it is 
helpful if the glue dries to a clear consistency, 
eliminating glue stains.   Dennis has found that 
“No Nails” or its 
equivalent in the 
Axminster 
catalogue has the 
desired properties. 
The base ring was 
made in two half 
circles, glued up 
on a polythene 
sheet.  The 
segments were 
sparingly coated 

with glue, and rubbed together on the 
plastic sheet.  After a short period, the half 
circles were raised up in an arch, and left to 
dry After any slight adjustment needed, the 
two half circles were then joined into a full 
circle. Dennis used a sanding disc in the lathe 
to ensure that the faces of the ring were flat. 
The base ring was now glued with a ‘paper 
joint’ onto a wooden faceplate, taking care that 
it is placed centrally.

The bottom segments of the project were 
located in the plastic assembly jig, and using the 
lathe as a clamp, glued onto the base ring. The 
surplus glue between the segments was 
painstakingly removed with pipe cleaners, and 
the assembly left clamped until the glue had 
dried out. After that, with constant reference to 
the drawing, the 
shape of the 
finished project 
was built up 
layer by layer, 
with pauses for 
clamping and 
surplus glue 
removal.  It can 
be seen that a lot 
of time is spent waiting for glue to dry, which 
calls for much patience.  In practice, Dennis 
usually has several projects in hand at any one 
time, so there is always something he can be 
getting on with. The final layer is the 
segmented top ring.

Dennis had prepared an example up to the final 
stage.  This was 
already mounted 
in the lathe 
so that he could 
demonstrate the 
actual turning 
techniques 
needed for 
finishing the 
project. Dennis 
has found that 
conventional 
turning methods 

do not work well for segmented projects. Sharp 
scrapers and light cuts are the key to success.  
Gouges almost invariably result in tearing of 
some of the segments. He has had success with 
a recently developed hollowing tool 
incorporating a circular tungsten carbide cutter. 
The version he is using originated in America, 
but it is likely that similar tools will be 
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October Meeting contd.
manufactured in Britain.  The cutters are 
expensive, but not resharpenable. However, the 
cutting edge is very durable, resisting damage 
by hardened glue.  The outside was shaped 
first, it being easier to maintain a constant wall 
thickness from the inside.  Sanding was done 
by hand, because power sanding is far too 
aggressive for these delicate constructions.  A 
useful tool is the Sanding Glove, which has 
Velcro’ style fingers to which suitable sanding 
pads are attached.  The Sanding Glove is now 
being imported into this country. The piece was 
separated from the faceplate at the paper joint, 
and the final finish  obtained by spraying with 
a suitable lacquer.

Dennis had examples of various stages of the 
work, which were passed around the audience, 
and also some stunning pictures of finished 
articles to show us.  We are used to seeing
 some of his current projects on our 
competition table!   This was a very well 
presented evening. The pictures made very
clear operations which would have been  
difficult  to show  live, and Dennis gave a 
copious explanations and advice throughout 
his presentation. What was clear was the 
single mindedness needed to develop 
the methods and skills involved in projects of 
this complexity.  A thought provoking 
evening!

Cow Byre Exhibition
The Exhibition in the Cow Byre in Ruislip was the last in a very busy season. The display of 
work was of outstanding quality, and reflected well on the very high standards which are now 
maintained by club members.  A steady trickle of visitors produced a satisfying level of sales.  
Takings were not quite as good as in previous years, but this has been the trend throughout the 
year, and is related to the current tighter financial climate.  Congratulations are due to Ralph 
Pooley and his team whose forward planning, and good organisation made the set up and 
breakdown of the show relatively trouble free. The show was well supported by members acting
as stewards, and continuous demonstrations of turning were maintained by well known members.

What the visitors saw as they entered the Cow Byre.
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Gallery
            

Programme for 2012 
January 12th    Stuart King

February 9th     Workshop Evening

March 8th          Mick Hanbury

April 12th           Workshop Evening

May 10th            Bob Neill

May 13th  All Day Seminar.  Mark Sanger

June 14th          Workshop Evening

July 12th            Phil Jones & Mike Wood

August 9th         Workshop Evening

September 13th  Les Thorne

October 11th     David Springett

November 8th    AGM  Plus

December 13th  Christmas Party

4


