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Editor’s Comments
It seems only yesterday that I was producing Newsletter
No. 108, and its now time to put together No 109!
I have just returned from the AWGB Seminar at
Loughborough University, fizzing with new ideas and
inspiration for future wood turning projects. I was in good
company, as MWA was well represented by some
seventeen members, plus Adrian Needham and Mike
Collas who are Treasurer and Secretary of AWGB
respectively, and who were heavily involved in both the
organisation and the running of the Seminar. These are
mammoth tasks, and I would like, on behalf of all of us, to
thank all the AWGB Committee for performing them so
well.
It is a matter of great satisfaction to note that MWA, to
our mutual benefit, hasbeen closely involved with AWGB
since its earliest days. By the way, did you know that
MWA is now the second largest Affiliated Branch of the
AWGB?
In this edition I am pleased to present an article by new
member Donald Bell. At a recent meeting, Donald showed
me an intriguing bowl inspired by an old advertisement for
Cadbury’s Chocolate, so I asked him if he would care to
write me a piece on it. It turns out that he keeps complete
records and photographs of everything he designs and
makes, and so the article was forthcoming in record time.
I have a feeling that I will be asking for some more!
Finally, I regret that I was unavoidably absent for the
evening with Colin Simpson , and so have no report on the
event, though my spies tell me that he was well received.

Treasurer & Membership
Secretary: Richard Bird
Committee members:
Ralph Pooley Ken Horn
Derek Pollecutt Cliff Coleman
Tony Champion
Newsletter Editor: Alan Spargo
73 Park Lane, Harefield, Middx.
UB9 6BL Tel. 01895 823159
spargo73@waitrose.com

June Workshop

Alan
For Your Diary
September 10th Les Thorne
October 8th Gary Rance
November 12th AGM plus an event TBA
December 10th Christmas Party

June Workshop
The topic was making lace bobbins. Bobbin
making is only spindle turning, albeit on a small
scale. Lace bobbins were made in large
quantities and in various traditional patterns in
different parts of the country. Bobbin lace
making and
bobbin
making were
cottage crafts
until the
advent of
lace making
machinery,
which made
hand made
lace and
bobbin making redundant. Bobbin making is
now done mainly by specialist turners, and
elaborate fancy bobbins are made for collectors.
Antique bobbins are very collectable today.
For the workshop, Eddie Morgan and Stuart
King manned the lathes to show the very simple
basic steps in making the common Midland
pattern bobbin. Two methods of work holding
were shown. The traditional method is between
centres, with a square socket at the headstock
end to drive the blank. Many people are happier
with the
common
four jaw
chuck, but
your
reporter
finds that
the bulk of
the chuck
gets in the
way and
prefers the traditional method. Stuart and Eddie
used home made wooden square socket,s held in
the four jaw chuck, but lace bobbin drive centres
to plug into the lathe spindle are readily available.
Bobbins should be similar in appearance (they
are used in pairs), so simple marking out aids in
the form of a pin stick, or a flat stick with
notches for the business end of a pencil are used.
Lathe speeds should be high. Small, though not
‘mini’ tools are used. A gouge is needed for
roughing down to about 8 mm diameter,
followed, though not always, by a skew chisel to

produce a smooth cylinder. Many turners
rough out with the skew any way. This is then
marked out with the pin stick. The order in
which the features of the bobbin are cut is
governed by the fragility of
the thin neck on which the thread will be
wound. Many turners cut the basic shapes of
the head and the tail of the bobbin first, using a
skew chisel, or if preferred a small ‘fingernail’
spindle gouge, leaving the thin neck until
almost last. The skew will turn the neck to a
smooth finish, and also cut any beads applied
for decoration. The old makers each had their
own distinctive styles of decoration. When
turning the neck, the turner supports the bobbin
with his fingers. The final act is to part off the
bobbin
with the
skew,
Good
technique
requires
almost no
sanding.
Often a
rub with shavings while the bobbin spins in the
lathe is all that is needed. Bobbins acquire a
rich patina from the constant handling, but
today’s turners frequently apply a coat of
lacquer, especially if a fancy bobbin has been
made.
Several
brave souls
took turns
at the
lathes, and
discovered
that bobbin
turning is
not the
impossibly
specialised
thing that
they thought
it was! It might take ten minutes to turn your
first bobbin, but after a little practice, they roll
off the lathe in a minute or two.
Our thanks go to Stuart and Eddie for their
expertise, and to Eddie again for supplying
the blanks for the bobbins.

Have you noticed?
I am pleased to draw attention to the fact that Eddie Mogan has been appointed to the Register of
Professional Turners. Congratulations, Eddie!

2

Why not take an active part in the running of YOUR Club ?
Soon after Richard Bird joined Middlesex Woodturners in 2001 he was co-opted to the committee
and the following year became Treasurer and Membership Secretary an office he has held ever
since. Richard says he has enjoyed his time as Treasurer but now wishes to concentrate on other
things and will not be standing for re-election at the AGM. The Club membership has increased
considerably over the past eight years and we now have a membership of 114. It is felt that there
must be other people who have the ability to take on this role. Richard is happy to discuss what is
involved with any interested member.
Ken Horn has managed the club shop for several years but other commitments prevent him from
continuing after the AGM. He will not be standing for re-election. Ken is also happy to talk to
anyone interested in supervising the shop. (He will be happy to continue the ordering of stock.)
Christina Bishop set up our web site in 2004, and has given sterling service as its webmaster ever
since. Owing to the pressure of other committments, she now needs to relinquish the post. We
invite a web savvy member to become the new web master. If you could do this job, please speak to
Adrian Neeham for more information..
Middlesex Woodturners is a very successful club and we need new members on the Committee to
ensure that it continues in the same way. If you are interested in these positions, or joining the
committee in some other role, why not have a chat with any committee member but most importantly
make sure that your name is included in the nominations for the AGM in November.

Chocolate Bowl by Donald Bell
Do you remember Cadburys "Contrast"
chocolates – white chocolate and dark chocolate
in a delightful mix? Well, my latest bowl
reminded me of that – hence the name!
As you
can see, it
uses dark
and light
wedges of
wood to
produce a
lovely
swirling
effect. If
you have
access to a
bandsaw and you can turn a bowl, then this is the
project for you.

thick end of one of the wedges. The horizontal
MDF is then clamped to the mitre fence of the
bandsaw (set at about 15 degrees) and the
whole assembly is then passed through the
bandsaw to
create the
pair of
wedges
(obviously
you have
to make
sure that
the
bandsaw
blade will
miss the
screws)

Start with two square bowl blanks, one dark and
one light (I used walnut and ash). The blanks
should be exactly equal in size, but they don't
have to be exactly the same thickness.

One of the
blanks
should be sawn with the grain vertical and the
other with the grain horizontal (you will see
why in a minute). If necessary, sand each face
of the wedges smooth enough for a glue joint.

Use the bandsaw to cut each blank into two large
wedges. It can be quite difficult to hold the blank
exactly vertical and to make sure that the cut
surface is truly flat. Here is the way I do it. I
have made a "bookend" from two thick pieces of
MDF joined exactly at right angles. My blank
can then be secured to the vertical MDF with
screws at two of the corners, corresponding to the

Reassemble each blank, just as it came off the
bandsaw and put the two blanks together. The
two dark wedges are on the left and the two
light wedges are on the right. The whole
assembly is now like a brick, with each pair of
opposite faces parallel and the bandsaw cuts
should also be parallel. Take the rightmost pair
of wedges, the light ones, and rotate them
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Chocolate Bowl contd.
towards you, so that the edge which was on the
top is now at the front. You will see that the grain
of the wood in all the wedges is now running
parallel. This makes the gluing easier.
Now for the tricky bit. Without changing the
orientation of any pieces, exchange the second and
third wedges
and squeeze
all the pieces
together.
The order of
colours is
now darklight-darklight. And,
surprisingly,
the leftmost
face is still
parallel to the rightmost face though the other four
faces are distinctly irregular.
Glue the four wedges together and turn the whole

GAllery
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block into a bowl shape of your choice.
You will find that the wedges are difficult
to clamp together because the glue is
slippery. I usually drill a long hole
through each corner, so that I can bolt the
assembly together while the glue is drying.
Be warned – it is very difficult to get the
bolts out again afterwards!When you are
hollowing out the inside of the bowl you
will go through the various layers and
encounter lovely oval shapes at all sorts of
odd angles. When you can see all four
layers, and the ovals look good, stop
hollowing, you may be getting near the
bottom.
If you want some more details, have a look
at my web site:
http://www.marchland.org/woodturning/chocolate_
bowl

Enjoy!

