NEWSLETTER
Visit: www.middxturners.com
No. 122

August 2011

In this Edition

Editor’s Comments

News Items:
Bill Jones. RIP
Wood Sales
Cheque Guarantee Cards
Reports:
Gaddesden Manor Show
MWA at the Great Barn
July Meeting with
Richard Findley
Shows Calendar:
Crafts at Gt. Missenden
2nd 3rd & 4th September
Crafts at Windsor
21st 22nd 23rd October

Bill Jones
Long standing members of MWA will remember
Bill Jones, who had demonstrated for us on
several occasions We are sorry to report that Bill
Jones died recently at the grand old age of over
90 years. Bill was the last of a family of
traditional Ivory Turners, and indeed probably
the last of his kind in Britain. He possessed skills
which had been handed down for generations,
but sadly left no one who could have continue the
tradition. Those of us who were privileged
to meet him found that they were in the
company of a fine craftsman and a true
gentleman. He is survived by his daughter.

Cow Byre, Ruislip
7th to 12th November

Alan

Meeting Dates

President:

Stuart King

Chairman: Tony Champion
Secretary: Mary Morgan.
30 Stirling Close, Windsor, Berkshire.
SL4 4PW Tel: 01753 867921
marymorgan3@sky.com

Treasurer & Membership
Secretary: Richard Bird
Committee members:
Ralph Pooley Peter Phelps
Derek Pollecutt Eddie Morgan
Mike Mansfield
Newsletter Editor: Alan Spargo
73 Park Lane, Harefield, Middx.
UB9 6BL Tel. 01895 823159
Alan@al2783hare.plus.com

Wood Sales
MWA has made some fortunate purchases of
timber. It will be on sale to members at about
half the current catalogue prices. Prices will
range from £14 down to £2. First sales are
on August 11th, and will consist of large size
turning blanks in Ash, Beech, Elm, Lime,
Figured Oak, Sapele and Sycamore in sizes
from 14.5” dia. x 4.25” thick down to 9” dia.
x 3” thick. A dozen or so all told. Following
sales will include smaller blanks, and turning
squares up to 5” x 5” section. We hope to sell
all these blanks and squares by the December
meeting. There is more wood in the pipeline,
so we intend to make regular wood sales part
of the service to members.

Cheque Guarantee Cards
It does not seem to be common knowledge that you can no longer use a cheque card to guarantee
cheques. They now have to be accepted on trust alone. This has implications for members who
sell their stuff at the various shows and exhibitions stewarded by MWA. Cash will be preferred for
all sales. However, some purchasers will offer cheques. In all the years that MWA has been selling
members’ stuff, we have never seen a bad cheque. However, there is always a possibility that one
will bounce. As sensible precautions, MWA will before accepting a cheque, ask to see a card in
order to check the signature on the cheque, and also ask the customer to write name, address and
telephone number on the back of the cheque. Members will be asked to sign an agreement stating
the in the event of a cheque being rejected by the bank, the member will bear the cost, and not
MWA. We hope that it will be agreed that this is a fair way of dealing with what would be a most
unlikely event.
We have been asked, several times, why MWA does not have a facility for accepting Credit/Debit
cards. The Committee has indeed investigated this idea, and find that with our small annual
turnover, the costs of setting up and running the facility are really prohibitive, and you cannot just
‘piggy back’ on somebody else's account, which has been suggested!

Crafts at Gaddesden Manor
The Gaddesden Estate, near Hemel Hempstead was a a new venue for HD Craft Fairs, and for
MWA. It was a small affair, which had been laid on to test the venue,
which was off the beaten track, and
really only accessible by car. Despite
that, there was a moderate turnout of
local folk, and the MWA marquee
was quite busy. It seemed that those
visiting us were not just showing mild
curiosity, as so often happens at Craft
fairs. MWA put on its usual
splendid display, with stuff for
everyone, from light pulls to gallery
items. Considering the remote location, our sales were better than
expected. We felt that our efforts had been rewarded! The small
team of demonstrators kept our little lathe busy throughout the
weekend, so people could see something of how the many beautiful
items on display were made. Between us we covered in miniature
most of the common lathe techniques. Perhaps the most interest
was shown when the roughing gouge peeled yards of shavings
from green timber. When we got to the
finishing stages, the audiences tended to fade away! It is not as yet known
whether or not the Gaddesden Estate will be used again. For MWA it was
a pleasant weekend with enough returns to justify the effort made. Perhaps
the only down side was the
unavoidable encounter with the
“Magic Roundabout” in Hemel
Hempstead, where contrary to the
norm, traffic goes both clockwise and
anti-clockwise simultaneously. There
must be much ”phenomenal
avoidance” there when strangers first
encounter it!!
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MWA at the Great Barn

MWA is a member of Hillingdon Arts group, which mounts
an annual display in the Great Barn in Ruislip. The group is
mainly concerned with paintings, with a little pottery and
sculpture, so MWA provides almost all of the work “in the
round” (pun intended!). In a way we always feel something of
the odd man out at this show, but despite that our modest sales
account for most of the total sales during the week. We give a
percentage of our takings to the Arts group, which in turn
passes it on to its chosen charity. Part of the remit for MWA
is to bring wood turning to the notice of the general public.
While the attendance at the Great Barn was disappointingly
small, it was noticeable that those who came to look at our
stand were genuinely interested in what they saw there, and w
ere likely to come back for our November exhibition in the
Cow Byre.
The contrast between the timber construction of the 11th/12th
century barn and the elegant work displayed on our stand was
notable, and I include a photograph of the roof structure to
make the point. It is thought provoking to realise that this
complex structure was made and erected entirely by hand.
There were no power driven machines in the old days!
Hillingdon Council is to be congratulated on the excellent
restoration work carried out in recent times.

July Meeting with Richard Findley
Richard Findley, RPT is a new demonstrator to us.
He brought his own lathe,
which was a small
Axminster model CCSL
with extension bed
offering over one metre
between centres. We
wondered what he
planned to show us! He
began with a simple
between centres spindle,
which he was copying
from another short, fluted
stool leg which he had
already made. Richard
has an easy relationship
with his audience and gave
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clear explanations of his methods. We were
interested in his remarks concerning using the
skew chisel for bead forming. We are usually
told to use the short point of the skew for this
job, but Richard prefers to use the long point,
especially for small beads. The long point
gives better visibility, and works well, provided
that the corner of the point does the work,
throwing up a ‘feather’ just ahead of it. (your
scribe found this to be very useful when
bobbin making!)
We wondered how Richard would make the
flutes. Richard is a great gadget maker. and
he produced some homely self made devices.
First a platform to clamp to the lathe bed,
then a wooden holder for a small router. The
photograph shows the set up better than words.

July Meeting contd.
The next problem,, controlling the depth of the of
cut, was solved byjust a wooden collar around the
router cutter, with a metal face to obviate burning
when in use it touches the work piece. Some
means of dividing the work
was needed, and a simple
MDF disc with holes spaced
equally around its periphery
sufficed. The index for the
division plate was a cupboard
bolt mounted in the tool post!
It doesn’t get much simpler
than that! For non critical
work such as this, the holes in
the plate may be spaced out with dividers by
simple geometry and trial and error. Once set up
it was on with the ear
defenders and eye protection,
and the flutes were made in
no time at all. A careful rub
with folded fine abrasive,
along the flutes, and the leg
was complete.
After the break, Richard produced a good
looking walking cane, black with a silver skull
on top. He makes and sells many of these to a
middle man who provides the fancy knobs, and
sells on the finished canes to rich customers. We
now understood the need for the long lathe. The
material used is straight grained and properly
seasoned beech. (The middle man will not pay
the high cost of real ebony!) When set up
between centres, the first task was to remove
some of the corners with a roughing gouge. A
long tool rest was needed, so Richard made one
of wood (Oak). One end had a peg which fitted
in the lathe banjo, and the other was simply held
to the tailstock with a ‘g’ clamp. Simple but
effective. It was important that there was a gap
wide enough for Richard’s fingers between the
work and the rest, because when turning, he used
his left hand as a steady to support the wood as
he worked. This was enough to prevent rippling
of the wood surface. It was also why the corners
of the wood were taken off first. Richard
explained that the work was all done with
the roughing gouge because a skew chisel

invariably dug in. When almost to size the
finish was well below standard, so Richard
produced his ‘finishing tools’ - lengths of
wide abrasive cloth! Applied diagonally as
the work rotated, they soon evened out the
surface to a smooth taper down to the end,
already sized for the metal ferrule. Between
grades, Richard sanded the cane with the
grain to remove embedded grits. A
respirator was absolutely essential! When
he was satisfied, all that remained was to
ebonise the cane and fit the silver head to
produce a very desirable article. (The silver
heads, are made by metallising a resin cast,
and then silver plating it, so giving a fine
silver finish, without the weight and

considerable expense of solid metal. Each
one is hall marked.)
Richard gave us a most interesting evening,
combining another turner’s take on between
centres work, plus simple milling of flutes,
and topped off with the making of a walking
cane, which was something we had not seen
before. His open and friendly manner, and
clear explanations added an extra dimension
to his demonstrations.

Meeting dates
September 8th John Berkeley. October13th Gary Rance November 8th AGM Plus
December 8th Christmas Party. Food, entertainment, Bring & Buy, Wood Sales
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