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Editor’s Comments
Sunday 22nd May, the date of the MWA All Day
Seminar at Gt. Kingshill Village Hall is fast
approaching. It promises to be an excellent
occasion, with well known professional turner
Simon Hope in charge of the day. The cost of the
full day is £15.00 per person. This includes a
generous buffet lunch and other refreshments
during the day. There will be an “Instant Gallery”,
to which every delegate is invited to contribute,
and which will also include entries for the annual
Graddage Award. This award is for MWA
members only, and will be awarded for the best
piece made during the past twelve months. There
will also be a ‘best in Show’ award, open to all, a
Raffle, and a Lucky Ticket prize
The Seminar begins at at 9.30 am, and the day
will conclude at approx. 4.30 pm
The number of delegates will be limited to sixty,
so now is the time to get your tickets from the
Treasurer, Derek Pollecutt.
P.S. My e-mail address has changed!

Alan

Shows Calendar 2011
HD Craft Fairs at Gaddesden Estate 17. 18. 19 June
Hillingdon Arts Week. Great Barn Ruislip 8 -15 July
HD Craft Fairs at Gt Missenden 2. 3. 4. September
HD Craft Fairs at Windsor Racecourse 21.22.23 October
MWA at The Cow Byre, Ruislip. 7th - 12th November
Details for each show will be available nearer the dates.

Next Meeting
May 12th Gary Rance. Details TBA

February Meeting

February Meeting
The meeting
was a
workshop
evening. The
topic for the
evening was
the Skew
Chisel. The
skew, as it is
familiarly
known, is
one of the most versatile tools in the turner’s
box, but at the same time, it is one of the
most unforgiving of tools if it is not handled
properly. Few tools can produce such an
impressive dig-in! Even experienced turners
sometimes have to admit to an occasional
dig-in. The evening was devoted to using the
skew to produce smoothly planed surfaces
beads and shallow coves. Expert turner Phil
Jones started off the evening by giving a
skilful display of how the skew should be
used, and what it can do. Dig-ins (digs-in?)
were demonstrated, and the common
reasons for
them detailed.
Suitable square
blanks were
provided at all
four lathes, and
Phil, Mike Wood,
Stuart King and
Brian
Wooldridge took
charge of the four lathes There was a good
flow of members taking up the challenge of
the skew, and the collection of curiously
turned ‘designer firewood’ grew! Under
expert tuition, techniques were refined, and

many
members
departed
feeling
happier
about the
skew than
they had
been for a
some time.
Also on show on this evening were the
new boxed sets of tools purchased for
each lathe. These are good quality
starter sets from Axminster, but they
were little used because there had been
no time for them to be set up and
sharpened properly . Fortunately, all the
experts had brought their own favourite
skews with them. Between them, all the
common types of skew were
represented, and their advantages and
disadvantages dealt with. Every turner
has a favourite skew, which tends to be
pressed into service for every job. It is
hoped that our members who came
forward this evening will each adopt a
favourite skew. Remember, the more it
is used, the smoother the results, and
the fewer the dig-ins!

Notes about our Exhibitions & Shows
Work submitted for the craft fairs should include everything from beginners’ work to
gallery items. Something for everyone should be the intention. We also have at these
shows a section devoted to the Shooting Star Charity which MWA supports. Items in
this section are all donated by members. They should be of good quality, whether
serious turning, or craft fair items, but all fairly priced. Work shown in the Hillingdon
Arts Week must all be of high quality. No craft fair stuff will be acceptable, as this is a
prestigious show, with serious items at serious prices. There will be no charity section.
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March Meeting with Colin Smith
Colin Smith is not a professional
demonstrator, but he demonstrates
frequently at his home club. Colin believes
that turning should be fun, and much of the
stuff that he produces has a fun element in
it. He is particularly interested in off centre
turning, and that is what he was to
demonstrate on this evening. He began by
turning a version of a female figurine,
something we have seen demonstrated
before, but Colin has simplified the process
a little. The blank was prepared by turning
to a cylinder, and preparing a chucking
piece at one end. The chucking piece had
to be shaped to allow for changes in the
alignment of the blank at the tailstock end.
The crucial bit was the marking of the
alternative centres at the tailstock end Colin
made full use of the video camera and it
operator to show us what was involved.
After that, it was
simply a matter
of getting the
sequence of
changes of
centre point in
the correct order
as each section
of the figure was
completed, and
in a surprisingly short time the female form
emerged. Colin was at pains to emphasise
the need for clean cuts, and the finishing of
each section before proceeding to the next.
Finally , all that was needed was to carefully
part off waste wood at both ends with a thin
parting tool, and the figurine was complete.
During this part of his demonstration, Colin
was careful to give a full running
commentary on what he was doing, with
hints and tips as needed. This brought us
to coffee time.

After the coffee break, Colin took an
attractive off centre turned candlestick
from his display, and taking a fresh blank,
took us through all the stages of its
making, except for the boring ot the top for
the brass socket. This saved some time.
As before, the
marking off of
the centre
points at the
tailstock end
of the blank
would
determine the
final shape of the piece. Once again, it
was mainly a matter of chosing the
correct sequence of changes of centres,
plus clean cuts and finishing each
section before moving to the next. and in
a surprisingly short time, the shape of the
candlestick emerged. Indeed, Colin had
some time to spare before
the evening ended, so rather
than pack up early, he had a
reserve piece up his sleeve.
Other fun things he produces
are simple toys and puzzles,
and he chose one involving
getting a loose fitting plug
out of a hole, without
inverting the whole assembly
or simply shaking it out. This
was simple turning, but the
sizes, fits, and proportions
are quite critical. In the
event, the puzzle failed to work properly,
but fortunately, as on ‘Blue Peter’, he had
one he had made previously, which
worked well. In case you don’t remember
the solution, you just blow across the top
of the puzzle, and the ‘Bernoulli effect’
does the rest!

Hints & Tips from Bert Marsh
Apply sanding sealer before sanding. It a) reduces warping if the dryness of the wood is
uncertain. b) fills grain so that grit from coarser abrasives don’t get lodged in the grain, to fall
out later and scratch the surface when using finer grades.
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Gallery
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