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Please accept my apologies for not having
published the Newsletter In January, as I usually
do. An unwanted Christmas present from my
Great Grandchildren was a nasty flu like cold
which laid me really low in the New Year, and
even shopping did not get done!
I am publishing in this issue, a full list of both
meetings dates and dates of shows and
exhibitions. May I suggest that you cut out these
lists to keep in your diaries for future reference.
The lists are also on the notice board, and I will
as usual publish reminders.
Back Numbers. We are attempting to create a
complete archive, on the web site, of all issues
of the Newsletter. Naturally, I have paper copies
of all the Newsletters I have edited, and digital
copies of most of those. What we don’t have is
issues One to Nine. Its a long shot, I know, but
does anyone still have those early issues which
we could copy and digitise? If so, please let me
know.

Alan

30 Stirling Close, Windsor, Berkshire.
SL4 4PW Tel: 01753 867921
marymorgan3@sky.com

Treasurer & Membership
Secretary: Derek Pollecutt

Good News!

Committee members:
Ralph Pooley Ben Dick
Eddie Morgan Mike Mansfield
Mike Wood Phil Jones

The Club now owns a brand new complete tool
sharpening station, comprising a new grinder with
a wide face white wheel, a Tormek tool
sharpening jig with an adjustable flat rest and a
turning gouge sharpening fixture. This set will be
available at each Workshop session, with expert
guidance, for Members to use. Nobody should
now have any excuse for trying to turn with blunt
or badly sharpened tools!

Newsletter Editor: Alan
Spargo
73 Park Lane, Harefield, Middx.
UB9 6BL Tel. 01895 823159
Alan@al2783hare.plus.com

Webmaster Peter Phelps

The Newsletter is published in colour on our web site.

AGM Report
One AGM is very much like another, and this
one was no exception. The Chairman said that as
always we had had a good year. There were
excellent demonstrations, with good performances
from some of our own members, and successful
shows and exhibitions. The workshop evenings
had been reasonably well attended, with interest
and member participation increasing.
The treasurer also reported a satisfactory year,
though with support for our charity down a little
on the previous year. Income from shows and
exhibitions were also lower than in previous years,
which was perhaps a consequence of less spare
money in peoples’ pockets. Nevertheless, MWA
finished the year with a healthy balance in the
accounts. Both the Treasurer and the Chairman
were ready to answer any queries arising from
their reports.
The all important election of Officers and
Committee finally arrived. As usual, there were
few nominations sent in, and although most of the
current committee members had all volunteered to
serve for another year, there were still two

PROGRAMME
2016
Jan 14
Feb 11th

vacancies remaining. We took nominations
from the floor. Mike Wood and Phil Jones
were proposed, and after some deliberation
agreed to serve. We now have a full
committee, and are very pleased to welcome
the two professional turners to it. Following
sundry presentations, we took our coffee
break.
After the break, Gordon Cookson
presented an unusual event. Gordon is
a collector of turned wooden items. He
brought in some of his favourite pieces,
which he handed out to various members,
who were then asked each in turn to
come forward and describe and comment
on the piece they had been given. This
was an interesting and informative exercise.
Every piece had a story to tell. Gordon had
been to some trouble to assemble this
collection, and should be complimented on
hitting the right note o round off the
evening

SHOWS & EXHIBITIONS
2016

Stuart King

Gt. Missenden

Workshop

Mapleduram

25 - 25 - 28th March
30th April - 1st, 2nd May

March 10th

Mark Baker

April 14th

Workshop

May 12th

Tony Walton

Great Barn, Ruislip 27th May - 3rd June

June 9th

Workshop

Eastcote House

June Date TBA

June 12th

Seminar

July 14th

T.B.A.

Uxbridge Library

29th July - 5th August

August 11th

Workshop

Amersham

September date TBA

Sept 8th

Nick Agar

Surrey Assn of Wooturners

Oct 13th

Paul Howard

November

10th AGM Plus

Dec 9th

Xmas Party

Daventry Woodworks 13th - 14th May

Cow Byre

Date TBA

7th - 12th November

Watch the Notice Board for Updates

Remember! The beginning turner’s greatest problem is mastering the art of
always having really sharp tools. Blunt tools need to be forced, Keep them sharp!
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Christmas Party
The Christmas Party is always and enjoyable event .
Good company, good food, and a little bit of fun.
And of course the all important opportunity to
enjoy a good natter!
The evening opened
as always with a
“Ready , Steady,
Turn!!”
competition on a
Christmas theme.
to be Phil Jones, who generously donated
The piece to ne
turned and decorated his prize to the Raffle. It was a voucher to be
was a Snowman, with a bobble on his hat. Prepared spent at the club Shop. We then moved to
blanks were provided, and to start things off, Phil the Turner of the Year award and
Jones very quickly showed how he turns a typical presentation. This was awarded to Eddie
snowman. Turners took the lathes in relays. Each Morgan, who is a superb turner who well
deserved the honour. It should be said that
had exactly ten
there were other turners who came very
minutes in which to
closely
complete the task.
behind
Most used the
Eddie. The
basic shape
standard of
demonstrated by
turning in the
Phil, adding
monthly
decoration with
displays is
coloured markers .
extremely
Each person was a
high now.
study in
(Because it
concentration as
they worked, and there were marked differences in had been a
approach to the job. Gordon Cookson deserves a rushed jpb
this time, it
mention, because he was the only one to turn his
snowman between centres, using offset centres to has been
create the shape of the piece. It was a truly novel decided that
in future,
approach!
only eleven
When all had finished, we took an extended break to months
fall on the savoury food which the Athletics Club marks would
had provided for us. There was plenty for everyone, be assessed
in order to
and even a little left to be put into doggy bags.
Highly enjoyable! When everyone was replete, the give more time for the marks to be totted up
snowmen had been judged and the winner declared and ranked in order of merit.

Notes from the Committee
Two suggestions made at the AGM have been discussed by the committee.
1) Holding the Xmas Party after the AGM. Might be a good idea, but after some
discussion it was decided that there would not be enough time left after the AGM for
members to properly socialise and eat. The present arrangements would continue.
2) Setting up a Club Facebook account. Some clubs have taken this step, but
again after careful discussion, it was decided that we would not do this because
the committee felt that it would not be possible to ensure that only items of benefit
to MWA would appear on it.
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Miniature Turning with Stuart King
Stuart King is a master craftsman in traditional
methods of working
with wood, an artist,
and a historian. He
is a popular
demonstrator,
guaranteed to
inform and to
entertain. Stuart was
to demonstrate,
among other things,
miniature turning,
but there was an
unexpected
problem. Someone
had forgotten to
pick up the two
projectors, without
which nobody but
Stuart would be see
the tiny pieces he was making! Fortunately, Stuart
was able to start with some larger items, while a
member, who we thank very much, dashed off home
to get his projector in time for the main part of
Stuart’s demonstration.
Having donned His trademark battered straw hat,
Stuart first showed us how he made bud vases with
glass inserts, using Corian bases to give stability. They
also enabled small off
cuts of valuable
timbers to be rescued
from the scrap box.
He included some
useful tips on
working with Corian,
which behaves
differently from
wood . By this time,
the projector had
arrived, was quickly set up, and Stuart could begin his
main theme. Stuart has
much experience of small
and miniature turning, many
examples of which have
been shown at MWA. Using
imitation ivory, he made a
miniature flower to put in his
small bud vase. First the basic
flower shape was turned, then
using a rotary cutter, he cut the
petals. He said that there was no
need to accurately divide the
piece, as freehand spacing gave a
more acceptable result. The
cutting process looked
dangerous, but in fact, the cutter
was working with its teeth in
reverse, minimising the effect of
accidental contact. Stuart said

that a set of three flowers was ideal for placing
in the miniature vase.
Moving on, Stuart now
began to make a truly
miniature piece, a
minute goblet, with a
captive ring. He
discussed chucking
arrangements for very
small work. Extended
chuck jaws were good
for giving more room around the work piece.
Tools were also
important. Obviously
they had to be very

small. Sets of small tools
can be purchased, but most
of these were far too big
for true miniature turning.
Stuart makes many of his
tools, and adapts wood
carving tools for turning.
Since miniatures are made
largely from close grained
woods such as boxwood, or
from imitation ivory,
scraping tools will do most
of the work, and are easy to
make from masonry
nails and small
section carbon steel.
Stuart worked
quickly, and the
goblet was soon
finished, complete
with captive ring.
Skilful use of tools left an excellent finish, and
if thought necessary, a thin coat of wax is all
that would be needed.
There was a little time left, so Stuart turned one
of his party pieces - a chess man with captive
ring, using only a skew chisel from start to
finish. It was an impressive demonstration of
the versatility of the tool that many beginners
fear, and the skill of the demonstrator! This
was an excellent demonstration by a turner
with exceptional experience and skills.
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