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NEWSLETTER

Editor’s  Comments 

              Visit:   www.middxturners.com

Hello again!  I had to miss the April meeting, which 
was a pity because I am told that the Workshop 
Evening went well, and seemed to be appreciated 
by all those present. The Hand Mirror Competition 
was judged to be a success too. My fellow 
committee members tell me that the various 
activities were well supported by members.  They 
were pleased to note that more members are now 
actively taking part in Workshop Evenings.    As 
usual there was plenty of opportunity for chatting, 
and Mary and Eddie kept the tea and coffee flowing.  
We look forward to the next Workshop Evening in 
August.   In the meantime, Constructive Criticism of 
the Workshop Evening from members will be more 
than welcome.  We need to know what you think.

The Club has commissioned a Memorial Platter, 
commemorating the late Ken Graddage.  Each Year 
it is to be awarded for one year to a member whose 
work is of  sufficient merit.  This year will see the 
inauguration of the Graddage Award.  It will be 
awarded by  Mrs. Graddage in person at the 
Seminar, and the choice of recipient will be made 
by appraising the work of MWA  members displayed 
in the Instant Gallery of the Seminar.  If you have not 
already bought a ticket for the Seminar, this is yet 
another reason why you should!

Alan

In the Pipeline   
13th May.  All day Seminar led by Julie Heryet.  There are still tickets available, and at £12.50 
per head for a full day with everything included it has to be a bargain,  Tickets may be had from the 
Treasurer, Richard Bird in person or by phone: 01494 872503 or e-mail:  richardwlbird@aol.com
14th June. Robin Fawcett on Pole Lathe turning.
12th July.  The ever popular Guy Ravine.
21 - 22 July The Chilterns  Show at Great Missenden. A great opportunity to sell your work.

See the Newsletter in full colour on our web site.  



Tony Wilson, who was booked for the March 
Meeting failed to attend, and our President, Stuart 
King,  agreed 
at short 
notice to fill 
the gap.  We 
are very 
grateful to 
Stuart for 
saving our 
bacon once 
again. In 
exchange, 
Stuart will 
not be with 
us as arranged for  September. He will be replaced 
by John Johnson.

Stuart was on top form for this evening.  Instead 
of demonstrating one of his more usual, or should 
I say more unusual items, he chose the box with 
an Alternative Ivory  inset, which he had featured 
in Woodturning magazine. Stuart describes 
himself as a ”firewood turner”, meaning that  he 
likes to take semi-green wood from the firewood 
pile, and from it create work refreshingly unlike 
that of other turners, using quite unusual 
techniques to fuse wood turning with a host of 
artistic treatments. The results are rustic in their 
look and‘feel’ and are quite unique.

The box was to be made from a block of  
seasoned Rosewood.  Turning dry seasoned  
wood requires quite different tool handling from 
that used with unseasoned wood.  Stuart hoped 
that he was not too much out of practice!    He 
donned his battered and much repaired straw hat, 
and approached the task. First he made a disc of 
suitable size from Alternative Ivory. Next he cut a 

chucking 
spigot on the 
rosewood 
blank and 
mounted it in 
the lathe. He 
cut a recess 
in the end of 
the blank into 
which the 
’ivory’ disc 
was driven 
and glued 
with Super 
Glue. He 
also part 
shaped the 
exterior of 
the box.  

Boring through the ‘ivory ‘disc, Stuart 
hollowed out the box, which he sanded and 
finished at this sage.  The collar of ‘ivory’ was 
bored to a measured size to facilitate the making 
of the lid.  Alternative Ivory machines well with 
scraping cuts.  The ribbon like shavings are 
highly inflammable, and should be disposed of 
appropriately.  Satisfied that the the glue had 
cured, Stuart continued to shape the outside of 
the box, revealing a collar of ‘ivory’, which 
contrasted well with the dark rosewood. When 
he was satisfied with the contours of the box, he 
sanded and polished it and parted it off from 
the blank, being careful to leave a concave 
bottom.  For finishing, Stuart first seals with 
cellulose based sanding sealer, and then uses a 
wax  finish, which not only gives that much to 
be desired soft look and feel, but may be 
renewed whenever necessary.

From the remains of the blank Stuart began the 
lid, cutting 
its spigot to 
a working fit 
to the mouth 
of the box, 
and mostly 
shaping the 
finial. He 
parted the lid 

off leaving enough wood for the point  of the 
finial.  Interestingly, Stuart did not use a jam 
chuck to complete the finial, but held it in the 
four jaw chuck by its spigot, with a layer of 
paper to prevent marking by the jaws. This he 
explained was to ensure a firmer grip than a jam 
chuck would afford.  This technique only 
works well if 
the spigot 
d iameter  
matches the 
op t imum 
diameter of 
the chuck 
jaws.

We all 
thought the 
box was finished, but no.  The inside of the lid 
needed some refinement as the parting tool had 
not left an acceptable finish.  Using scrap wood 
left over from another job, Stuart made a jam 
chuck to hold the lid, and using light cuts and 
sharp tools, shaped the inside of the lid and 
polished it.  Job done!! 

As it happened, Stuart still had some time left to 
him, so using only a skew chisel he turned a 
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March Meeting with Stuart King.



..`chess piece 
f r o m  
softwood in 
the manner in 
which Arab 
bow lathe 
turners work.  
It took him 
only a few 
minutes to 
do, and 

needed no sanding at all. He recommended such 
exercises. they cost almost nothing and can be 

Stuart King  contd.

completed quickly and are invaluable for 
refining the techniques of the skew chisel.

Throughout his excellent demonstration, Stuart 
provided a stream of hints,. tips, and anecdotes, 
together with good humoured responses to the 
provocative comments of his professional 
friends in the audience.  Much could be 
learned from his demonstration, which covered 
so many of the basic skills and knowledge 
which all turners should have.  Needless to 
say, our CCTV kept us all right up close to the 
action.  Thank you again Adrian. 

Turn Essex 2007.
If you read Woodturning magazine, you will have seen the notice about Turn Essex in issue No 173.  
Briefly, Turn Essex is an event arranged by Chelmer Valley Woodturners, held every two years to 
raise money for charity.  In 2007, the charity will be the Essex Air Ambulance. Many other 
woodturning clubs from around the region are invited to take part in displays and sales of work, 
competitions, and demonstrations of wood turning.   MWA has agreed to support Turn Essex  
2007.  To do so we will take members’ work displayed in the Instant Gallery at our own Seminar on 
May 13th to Turn Essex on Saturday May 19th .  The Committee will be there to set up the MWA 
stand and provide continuous demonstrations during the day.  It promises to be a great day, with 
other clubs to meet, trade stands, food & drink and of course the general public. Full details are 
posted on the Club Notice Board.  We would be glad to see other MWA members at Turn Essex 
2007. Chelmer Valley Woodturners Web site:  www.chelmerwood.co.uk  is worth a look.  Do come 
along and support your club if you can. 

Electrical Testing   
The club urgently needs to test its electrical equipment so that it can be accepted for 
use at public demonstrations or shows.  While we do test and inspect our equipment 
regularly for club use, testing for use in public can only be acceptable if done by a 
suitably qualified person. We think that with a membership of 100 people, there surely 
must be someone amongst them with the right qualifications who could do this job.

Is there any member with the necessary accreditation who would be willing to help us 
to meet the Health & Safety  Regulations?  If so, please contact any member of the 
committee as soon as possible.   

News from Gordon Cookson 
       We all need to consider the artistic side of our work.  
Gordon has asked me to draw our attention to his article 
on Turning Wood into Art in the current edition of 
Revolutions. Ed.    
       More new books for  the Library. See list on the Club 
Notice Board.  Gordon asks for members to redouble their 
efforts to clear his pile of old magazines.  They are getting 
too heavy to carry up and down the stairs!

           For Sale  
Record Scroll Chuck for 1” x 
8tpi  spindle nose.  Asking 
Price is £75.  Tel. Robert 
Wigfull. on 01494 535809

Listen to an expert’s advice, 
then do it your own way!  Anon  
Anon.
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 GALLERY    A reminder of MWA Seminar 2006  

 Just part of the gallery display

A fine burr bowl

A bit more of the display

One of a pair Les Thorne’s demonstration piece
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Size matters!


