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The MWA  All Day Seminar is almost upon us, and 
yet not many tickets have been sold.  At the latest 
Committee meeting the Treasurer told us that the only 
tickets sold so far had been to people outside the 
MWA !   I find this to be astonishing.  The Seminar is 
THE EVENT in the MWA year, hosted by  the 
internationally renowned turner Mark Baker for this 
year, and members are slow in supporting it?  The cost 
for the whole day including food and refreshments is 
minimal, and the venue is easily accessible. The whole 
package is superb value for money, and I would have 
expected keen wood turners to be anxious to attend.  
Tickets are available at the desk at £15 each.  Let’s see 
some of you queuing up for them!  Tickets may also 
be obtained from Treasurer Richard Bird by phone or 
e-mail  01494 872503  or  richardwlbird@aol.com

I have been asked to remind delegates that entries for 
the Graddage Trophy must have been made during the 
past twelve months, while other Instant Gallery  entries 
can have been made at any time, but should not have 
been  shown before in the MWA  Instant Gallery.

       Alan

The MWA web site.  

Peter Phelps is the Web master.  He has worked hard on 
the site since taking charge of it, and if you have not yet 
taken a look, do spend 30 minutes or so browsing 
through it.  My special interest is that the web site shows 
the Newsletters in colour, which is a vast improvement 
on the black & white version that is all I can afford to 
print.  Peter has produced some surprising statistics.  
There have been hundreds of visits each month, peaking 
at1400 or so in March 2010, and these visits have 
produced thousands of “hits” (people accessing 
information in the site) peaking at 8000 in Nov. 09.  
People from all over the World. access the site, the main 
counties being GB (of course!) USA, and surprisingly, 
Japan.   Look at the ‘Graphic’ on the Notice board.!            

A.T.S.



March Meeting with David Springett
David Springett was our demonstrator in March.  
David and his wife are renowned world-wide for 

producing lace 
bobbins . Many of 
the bobbins were 
fairly plain types, 
but there also have 
been many very 
special and 
complex bobbins 
made for collectors 
everywhere. David 
is a turner of great 
precision and 
ingenuity, and it is 
not surprising that 
when he decided to 
retire, his mind 

turned towards complex turning as a recreation. 
Several fascinating books resulted, some of which 
are in the MWA  Library, and well worth reading. 
David and his wife displayed a table full of his 
exotic creations from the world of Ornamental 
Turning, and it was some of these which he 
demonstrated fo us. His planning and organisation 
were faultless.  He did not demonstrate making 
complete articles, but simply the basic processes 
and special work holding methods which he used.  
As he said, “you all know how to turn” and gave 
us tantalising introductions to making the pieces, 
craftily referring us to his books for more detail!  
By this means, he was able to give enough 
information on several projects to get us started in 
the time normally taken to complete just one.  His 
timing was impeccable.  He was just two minutes 
late for the coffee break, and finished his 
demonstration dead on 10. o’clock.  Not many 
demonstrators can do that!

So what did he show us?  His opening piece was a 
star turned within a cube, all from the same piece 
of wood. The job required a home made chuck 
some specially ground tools, and considerable 
ingenuity.  David showed how home made chucks 
could easily be made from oddments of wood.The 
wooden chucks could be attached to faceplates, or  

gripped in the jaws of a standard chuck. 
Aspects of safety were essential to the designs. 
The essential point about the chucks was that 
each one was exclusive to one job only.  
Amongst the special chucks was one made 
using expanding polyurethane foam as used 
in the building trade. With this stuff it was 
possible to make a chuck to hold any shape 
you could 
imagine by 
covering the job 
in cling film, 
and injecting 
foam around it, 
so chucking the 
un-chuckable 
without causing 
any damage to 
it. David’s 
special tools were usually ground by him
from cheap Chinese made carpenter’s chisels 
to suit the job in hand, and often given a new 
handle as well.  Cheap and simple, really.

Getting back to the star in a cube:   David did 
not complete one, but took us through each 
stage of the process, showing how the star 
could be supported as each point was turned 
out of original cube.  It looked so easy, but 
one could imagine the amount of “Designer 
Firewood” made as the techniques were 
worked out!  All this proved impossible to 
photograph, so you will have to get the book 
to see it in detail!

Moving on, we saw the double cone which 
appears to roll up hill, leading David to 
suggest that several of these placed around a 
rough circle might be made to show perpetual 
motion!  More to the point, he showed us 
how to turn an accurate double cone, which in 
turn led to the use of cones and other 
geometrical elements glued together to form 
curious assemblies, some of which, despite 
their appearance, would roll like a sphere in 
any direction.  All the detail was, of course to 
be found in David’s books!    After several of 
these assemblies, David produced some box-
like gadgets to fit over the headstock of his 
lathe.  The were in fact the basic parts of an 
oval turning device, based upon those made in 
the heyday of Ornamental Turning lathes.  
Made all of wood, it worked too, giving yet 
another fascinating avenue to be explored by 
the curious turner.

contd.
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David Springett  contd.

Looking at 
the amazing 
display of 
objects 
David had 
made, and 
armed with 
the 
information 
he had given 
us, it was 
now possible 
to see how 
some of 

them might have been accomplished.  This was a 
fascinating demonstration, with an extraordinary 
amount of information packed into it. Not a few 

of us would have had our 
curiosity stirred, and it is 
to be hoped that we may 
eventually see some of the 
results on our competition 
table. All in all, this was 
one of the best ever 
demonstrations. David’s 
clear and carefully staged 
presentations made it 
particularly easy to follow 
what often looked 
impossibly complex 
operations, and he did 
exactly what he had told 
us he was going to do.   Now  take a look at 
his books and his DVDs!

3

Tool Safety 
Most gouges have long blades, but this does not mean that they are designed to reach long distances 
over the tool rest.  Overreaching can easily result in tool breakage and the risk of serious personal 
injury  The following tables show recommended maximum overhang for various sizes and types of 
gouge.

Tool Handles.  Long tool handles and minimal overhangs give maximum tool control. Handles 
should be at least five times longer than the maximum  overhang over the tool rest .  (source - Craft 
Supplies USA) 

Bowl Gouges
1/4 in (3/8” shaft) O/hang 11/2”
3/8 in (1/2” shaft) O/hang 21/2”
1/2 in (5/8” shaft) O/hang 31/2” 
5/8 in (3/4” shaft) O/hang 4”

Spindle gouges
1/4 in (1/4” shank) O/hang 3/4”
3/8 in (3/8” shank) O/hang 1”
1/2 in (1/2” shank) O/hang 13/4”
9/16 in (9/16” shank) O/hang 13/4”

Roughing Couges
3/4 inch  O/hang 1/3/4”
11/4 in plus  O/hang 13/4”
Never use  a roughing 
gouge for bowl turning.

For your Diary  

May 13th   Mark Raby  (Myland Finshes) 

May 23rd  MWA  Annual All Day Seminar with Mark Baker.  DONT MISS IT!

May 29th - June 4th   Hillingdon Arts Week  at the Great Barn, Ruislip

June 10th   Workshop Evening.  (Details to be announced)

June 19th - 20th  Middlesex Show  (Details to be announced when available)

 



Gallery    Do look at this page on the web site.
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