Newsletter
www.middxturners.com

Issue No: 170
President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson
Secretary: Mike Bonnici
Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
Paul Burke
Programme and events Organiser:
Mary Morgan
Newsletter Editor:
Ben Dick benthetuba@live.co.uk
Webmaster: Tony Champion:
champion300@btinternet.com
Committee Members:
Ben Dick
Phil Jones
Mike Wood
Peter Russell
David Wilks

Date: July 2021

Diary
July 20th Zoom Club Meeting
August 5th Zoom Coffee Evening
August 14th Storage Cupboard Tidy Up
August 17th Zoom Club Meeting
August 20th Gary Rance Lesson for AWGB.
August 28th. - 30th Great Missenden
September 2nd Zoom Coffee Meeting
September21st Zoom Club Meeting
October 24th Club All Day Seminar
October 30th SAW Open Day

“Editor’s Comments”
It’s Me again,
“We find ourselves in exciting times.”
With the government’s proposed relaxing of the COVID regulations, we look forward to getting
back together for some exciting club activities as can be seen above in the club diary.
We have the usual zoom meetings and on August the 20th Gary Rance will be doing a lesson for the
AWGB which is free to members. All they have to do is apply on the AWGB website, so be sure to
connect and support Gary, I am sure that he will have something good to show us.
The best news for me is that on the August Bank Holiday Weekend we have our first show in over a
year at Great Missenden. Please let Michael Bonnici know if you want to exhibit, and if you are
available to be a steward or demonstrator.
In conjunction with this event we will be having a working party to tidy up our storage cupboard at
Gateway house on Saturday 14th August. We hope to get rid of some of the junk that has accumulated and make room for the equipment that we use on the shows to bring it all into one place.
We also need to organise the show stands and table cloths and would like to distribute this stuff to
members who are exhibiting at Great Missenden.
Please come and help especially if you are an exhibitor and be sure to bring any equipment that you
have at home if you are not going to the show.
In the past we have been spoiled as Tony has looked after the lathe and show stuff but now we all
need to help out with it.
We also have in the near future our seminar with Jason Breach and the SAW open day which is always a fun day out. More about that later.
Best wishes,
Ben.

A Rose by Any Other Name. A Presentation by Tony Champion.
This presentation was the showing of a video produced for The Society of Ornamental Turners and
shown to members around the world via a zoom link as one of their monthly meetings.
Although Middlesex members may have seen the live demo a while ago this video showed in close
up some of the patterns being cut and the means of doing it.
The demo blanks were Alternative Ivory sprayed matt black to provide clarity.

The first pattern was cut using intersecting
circles and featured the use of a dividing
plate indexing between each cut, the number
of holes indexed determining the final
design.

Next was a design produced using a ‘rosette’
pattern disc running at the same speed as the
workpiece and duplicating the design at a reduced scale.

The third process showed the use of Spirograph gears instead of the rosette. This gives much more
lateral movement and also means that more intricate patterns can be produced with one single cut
depending on the gear ratio and the offset of the smaller gear.

The final disc cut was of a flower design using the gears and a horizontal cutting to produce a
deeply cut pattern.
This design on a traditional ornamental lathe would involve the use a complicated multi geared
chuck to produce the eccentric cuts required.
The machine has evolved constantly since it was first constructed and now has the tool carrying
table moving laterally as well as in line with lathe bed, this provides depth to the design as well.
The final stage of the machine now provides the ability to cut spiral patterns on the outside of cylindrical forms such as boxes etc.
Contribution with thanks to Tony Champion.

It’s just not cricket! A Presentation By Graham Burford.
The Cricut (pronounced ‘cricket’ ) is essentially a computer controlled cutting machine, but is capable of carrying out a large number of other functions.

There are 3 basic models and the ‘Maker’ is the most versatile. It is 55 cm x 15 cm x 16 cm high.
Current cost is £300 at Hobbycraft, A newer version has just become available.
The Cricut is linked to a computer via Bluetooth or a USB cable and is controlled using software
(Design Space) which is provided by Cricut and regularly automatically updated. Using Design
Space you can download files from the Internet, alter them, resize them ....... Also included in
Design Space are hundreds of projects which simply require you to follow the instructions.
So what can you do with it? The machine is provided with a couple of tools which are used for cutting paper and cloth. There are also available a range of tools which have different uses.

The knife blade (similar to X-Acto knives) can cut wood up to 1.5mm thick as well as craft foam
and leather. The most commonly used blades are tungsten carbide (1mm in diameter), and capable
of cutting fabrics, paper, card and wood veneer. You can even cut metal (e.g. from aluminium cans).
https://heyletsmakestuff.com/cricut-blades/#10-link

One of the most common uses is for cutting
vinyl, which have either a permanent or removable adhesive backing. There are hundred’s of
different colours and patterns.
The vinyl can be used to make stencils or to decorate containers.

Used as a stencil. ^

Finished objects, after painting in the stencil >

It can cut stencils which are used for etching glass.

I have been using the machine to cut wood veneer.
In these two examples, the hexagon shaped veneers, cut out using the Cricut have used to create
a regular honey comb patterns and the spaces
filled in with coloured epxy resin and in the
other example the veneer from which the
hexagons were cut out from was also filled with
coloured epoxy resins, using Pearl–Ex mica and
alcohol inks.

Example of cutting paper:

The machine can also draw, using a variety of pens, and make cards, for example.

Also available are infusible ink pens and
iron–on vinyls which are used to create
tee shirts, shopping bags,...
https://www.happinessishomemade.net/
cricut-infusible-ink-a-beginners-guide/

This is a very brief (!) guide to what a Cricut machine can do and I have not touched on debossing,
‘print and cut’ function, 3D models...
There are numerous (hundreds’s!) of YouTube videos showing what the machine is capable of,
ideas, ‘how-to’ guides, help for beginners... Some are better than others! The majority are American, but try not to let that put you off. Personally I like the Angie Holden series; clear and to the
point. She also replies promptly to emails asking for help.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s-nvwngglhE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFVFOf5jocg
Contribution with thanks to Graham Burford.

Chair Bodgers.

Presentation by Stuart King.

Stuart is probably the most knowledgable person
on the history of woodturning and certainly on
the history of bodging in the Chilterns and he
gave us a great presentation on this subject.
The bodgers would buy a plot of woodland and
build a temporary shelter where they would live
for a couple of weeks while they process the
wood.
This picture depicts a couple of bodgers cutting
down a beech tree ready to process.

The tree is felled and cut into usable lengths for
the production of chair legs spindles and stretchers the logs are then split with a tool called a froe
to the rough size of the components that are to be
made.
These are then shaped with a side axe and cut to
an approximate round then mounted in a draw
horse and trimmed with a draw knife.

The bodger is in his shelter and he has mounted
his blank on the pole lathe. You can see in the
foreground the spoil that has accumulated from
the preparation of the blanks.

The blank has been turned to round and the shaping
of the chair component is the next job

A pile of chair legs stacked and ready to be delivered to a chair maker in High Wickham.
It is unfair that a bad workman is called a
bodger as the real bodger was highly skilled and
could turn out a chair leg in just a few minutes.

Here is one of the High Wycombe chair makers
fitting some legs and a stretcher to a seat.

A completed Windsor chair.

