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Finishing is an important
and sometimes
overlooked part of the
creation of a great piece.

Terry Smart shows why it
shouldn’t be ‘that bit you have
to do after making something’: it
should be included as part of the
planning and preparation process.

Words from the Chair
I hope you will reserve your ticket
for the seminar with Stewart Furini
on Sunday June 19 from Paul
paul_k_burke@compuserve.com.
Also it would be great to see more
entries for Monthly competition.
There are lots of books for sale as
well in the Library along with DVDs
for loan.

Gordon Cookson

MIDDLESEX
WOODTURNERS
SEMINAR
19TH JUNE
with Stewart Furini

www.middxturners.com

Inside this issue
Jubilee ancient tree table at
Ely Cathedral
The Princess Royal has officially
unveiled a table made from a 5,000
year old oak tree in honour of the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.

Turner Corner - Josh Pinto
This month’s Turner Profile features
one of Middlesex Woodturners’ newer
members, Josh Pinto who is new to
wood turning and keen to learn.

Best in Show...
Middlesex Woodturners, Giancarlo
Ciuffardi wins Best in Show at the
Great Barn Combined Art Exhibition.

May 2022

MIDDLESEX WOODTURNERS
SEMINAR 19TH JUNE
The MWA Seminar returns to the Gateway on Sunday 19th June with a special guest demonstration
from Stewart Furini he will be showing a wide range of decorative techniques including colouring
and texturing, mostly on wide-rimmed bowls and platters. This will involve some low-tech methods
that need no specialist equipment as well as airbrushing. He’ll be using a range of different texturing
tools, both powered and non-powered. The focus will be on developing ideas and applying them
rather than finished pieces, and he will even show how you can use a blank to practise colouring
and still have it ‘round and brown’ at the end.
If you have not already reserved your place please contact Paul Burke and book your place. Tickets
are £20 each which includes: The all day demonstration, Morning tea/coffee, Fish & Chips Lunch,
Afternoon tea, A chance to enter the Graddage Trophy Competition, Raffle, Ticket Number Prize. Ticket Reservation email Paul Burke: paul_k_burke@compuserve.
When - Sunday 19th June - 9.30am - 4.30pm
Where - The Gateway House
North Harrow Car Park
Pinner Road - North Harrow - HA2 7TA

Speedy spindle
gauge
While manually duplicating spindles on my lathe, I grew tired of constantly set-ting
and resetting my calipers to check the various diameters along the workpiece. So I
made this simple hardwood storyboard to speed up the process.
I drew a centerline on a scrap of hardboard and drilled holes of diminishing sizes
with my Forstner bits. At the tablesaw, I cut to one side of the centerline, ripping the
board in two and discarding the waste side. On the remaining strip, I marked each
half-circle with its diameter. By placing the desired-size semicircle over the spindle, I
quickly check my progress at critical diameters.
—Byron Manthey, Hutchinson, Minn. - www.woodmagazine.com/
www.middxturners.com

TERRY SMART

CHESTNUT PRODUCTS
Chestnut Products was created in the last decade of the twentieth century and
quickly became a major supplier of woodfinishing materials to the hobby and
professional woodturner as well as to other woodworking disciplines. Whilst
Terry Smart is a familiar face at shows and demos, the story of how and why Terry
created Chestnut Products isn’t often told…
Before forming Chestnut Products, Terry had already worked for what was then
one of the biggest names in the coatings industry for eight years, during which
time he gained vital experience in all aspects of manufacturing, formulation and
technical support, as well as the sales and marketing associated with a top brand.
The last five years there were spent managing and driving forward what was
arguably the top selling wax in the country at
the time.
Having dealt mainly with industry, Terry saw
a need to make quality finishing products
available to the serious amateur. He left the
company with their full support and blessing
and was even able to call upon their expertise
and experience for many years afterwards,
something he will always be grateful to the
original owner for.
Based at the time in the south east of England, Terry started Chestnut Products as a van
sales company, driving to various outlets and fulfilling orders from stock carried on the
van – believe it or not, a Mini Metro van at that!
The brand became well known through exhibitions and demand from other parts of
the country grew, leading to a major change when the majority of orders were sent by
carrier with Terry maintaining the personal touch with more local deliveries.
Now over 25 years later, Chestnut Products hold an enviable position of being a major
supplier to both hobby and professional woodworkers both in UK, Europe and the rest of the world. It might surprise you
to know that despite this massive growth Chestnut Products is still only a very small company and the personal touch
continues.
Terry remains at the helm and as there are only two other full time employees has to be very hands on in all aspects of the
company’s business.
Further growth and new markets are
planned. These things always take
longer than expected, especially
with the ever changing regulations
regarding materials that can be
used in products and the relevant
packaging requirements.

www.chestnutproducts.co.uk
www.middxturners.com
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CLUB
COMPETITION
The Monthly club competition has been very successful with impressively high standards of work being
displayed each month. This competition is for the Alan
Spargo Shield which is presented annually to the winning turner of the year. Pieces are judged each month
and points awarded, the member with the most points
at the end of the year being the winner.

Table Monthly Competitions
June
Platinum Challenge
July
Money box
August
Honey dipper and rest
September
Candle stick
October
Magic wand
November
Decorated tea light holder

May’s competition was to turn a Small Salad
Bowl. In addition to the competition pieces,
there were a examples of members’ work.
Congratulation to John Thei who won tthis
month’s competition.
Thanks to all who entered.

www.middxturners.com

Princess Anne unveils jubilee
ancient tree table at Ely
Cathedral
The Princess Royal has officially unveiled a table
made from a 5,000-year-old oak tree in honour of
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
Princess Anne visited Ely Cathedral in
Cambridgeshire earlier to unveil the 13m (43ft)
table created from a black oak, found buried and
preserved in a field in Norfolk, in 2012.
Specialists have spent 10 years crafting the
piece of furniture.
The cathedral is the first venue to host the
jubilee table.
The trunk of a giant Fenland black oak, or bog
oak, was found buried in farmland at Methwold
Hythe, near Downham Market, in 2012.
Thousands of years ago the East Anglian Fens
was densely forested by large oak trees which,
due to rising seas, fell into the silt of the flooded
forest floor and were preserved in the peat.
Furniture specialists Adamson and Low, led the
Fenland Black Oak Project, where a team of
privately-funded carpenters created the table.

The 13m (43ft) table installed at Ely Cathedral was
created from a fossilised black oak
The Dean of Ely, the Very Reverend Mark Bonney, said
the table had been “dedicated to HM The Queen and
we feel very honoured to be the first venue to host it,
in this her Platinum Jubilee year”.
Information boards will detail the history of black
oak and highlight elements of the 10-year project
including its commemoration to the Queen.
The table will be in the cathedral from 18 May until
March 2023.

COMBINED ART EXHIBITION
THE GREAT BARN - RUISLIP
Middlesex Woodturners were invited to The Great Barn again this year. With exhibits from members on sale and
demonstrations by MWA’s Ben Dick it was set to be a great weekend in Ruislip.

Giancarlo Ciuffardi
wins Best in Show
award
Congratulations to Giancarlo Ciuffardi who wins Best in Show
at the Great Barn Combined Art Exhibition.

www.middxturners.com

TURNER CORNER
TURNER’S PROFILE

This month’s Turner profile is Josh Pinto, New member to the club and
keen hobbyist for all sorts of projects.

Name: Josh Pinto
What first got you interested in woodturning?
I have always had an interest in making things, taking things apart and seeing how they worked
and so on and usually have a project on the go. One of the few things I was good at school, was
woodworking and prior to lock down I did a guitar making course, that re-sparked my interest
in woodworking. Lock down happened and I started to make garden planters then moved
onto chopping boards and a few other projects that lead me to an interest in making bowls. I
researched local clubs and discovered Middlesex Wood Turners. I started to join in on the zoom
meetings and was hooked up with a starter lathe and went from there.
What was the first thing you turned?
Bowls! My goal was to make some bowls and see how hard they were to produce, after a few mistakes and plenty of advice
from club members I started to get some good results, that’s when it clicked for me. I got a few project kits and branched out
into pens, which is a great starter project for beginners like me, as you get fantastic end results while learning the basics.
Lathe owned: Axminster Hobby

If you could pass on one piece of advice to someone
starting woodturning, what would it be?
Join a club, ask questions and practise.
What are you working on at the moment?
I just purchased a Beall Pen Wizard so plan to play with
that to see what I can produce . I recently made a set
of pens for the signing of the register at my daughter’s
wedding which was fun.
Favourite piece of work:
I have made several Bowls and Pens and love them all, even the ones that
are not perfect, as I’m new I have yet to make my favorite piece. I was very
happy with the guitars I made and I had fun making a Tic Tak Check board
but that’s not wood turning so I’m cheating.

Dates for
your diaries

Seminar with Stewart
Furini June 19th

www.middxturners.com

Love Food event at
Great Missenden Aug
27th - 29th

Guinness World Record
The largest turned wooden bowl in the world

In September 2005, together with sculptor colleague Werner Rumpelmayr from
Upper Austria, Peter Andres turned the largest turned wooden bowl in the world in
Gurtis.
The enormous acquisition costs of a giant lathe brought with it the idea of using a
tractor as a suitable aid, a variant that would not incur any follow-up costs.
A total of 450 working hours had to be invested in the blank. The 486 segments cut
from 9 m³ of spruce wood were glued with 55 kg of special glue.
The 1700 kg wooden blank was rotated continuously on a 136 hp tractor, working at
up to 60 rpm. Turning was done with conventional bowl turning gouges that were
held and guided by hand. Around 300 kg of chips were produced in the entire turning
process.
Diameter 4.01 m, height 1.5 m, wall thickness 16 cm, Capacity 7300 liters, weight
1400 kg - More info www.peter-andres.com

WHATS THATWOOD?

Do you know what wood this is?

Last month’s “Do you know what wood this is?” was monkey puzzle.

Why do they call it a monkey puzzle tree? The
common name of ‘monkey puzzle’ was coined
during the mid-1800s when Charles Austin,
a noted barrister, on seeing the tree for the
first time commented that climbing the spiny,
spiralling branches would be a puzzle even for
a monkey.

Middlesex Turners - Programme 2022
Month
June 19th
June 21st
July 19th
August 16th
September 20th
October 18th
November 15th
December 20th

Presenter
Sterwart Furini
Workshop
Ben Dick - Middlesex Turner
Workshop
Les Thorne
Richard Findley
AGM
Christmas Party
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