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Editors Comments
Ralph was such a much loved member of our
Club so a few of his friends have decided to
contribute to a special edition of the newsletter
to honour him and to serve as a memorial.
I personally owe Ralph much as he has been my
encourager. Not only with my turning but also
on my path to demonstrating.
I am sure that Ralph is one special person that
will be “Turning in his grave.”
God bless you Ralph.

Ralph Pooley Special Edition Newsletter

Ralph. An introduction by Stuart King.
Not only have the members of the Middlesex club lost a wonderful woodturner, we have lost a
wonderful friend.
Ralph was unpretentious, hardworking, a great communicator and long-term member of the club. I
think that Ralph’s caring nature stems from his early working days at a plant nursery, maybe his
love of trees and wood leading to his hobby of turning started there too.
Ralph was always on the front line at our public events doing long stints at the shows and enjoying
a chuckle with everyone.
On a personal note, each summer I hosted a group of woodturning friends to an evening garden
party, Ralph would be there with the bowls or playing ‘Aunt Sally’ on the lawn with enthusiasm.
These gatherings and those of the club will be the poorer without our good friend Ralph.

Tribute from Ken Horn.

A pensive Moment

My earliest memory of Ralph was when I joined
MWA in 2003 after retiring.
He was the first person who greeted me, and was
always a font of knowledge, keen to answer my
questions and solve any problems that I may have
had. Over the past 8 years Ralph, Giancarlo and I
have met regularly on a Monday morning for a
coffee, talk about woodturning, food, put the world
to rights, or arrange to attend a woodturning
exhibition or a run over to Axminster for tools.
I will always remember Ralph as a man dedicated
to passing on his love of woodturning and a great
friend. MWA has lost a great turner.
R.I.P
Ken

Tribute from Peter Leach.
My memories of Ralph
My everlasting memory of Ralph comes from Wood Works Daventry 2014 when we worked
together on the Lidded Chalice challenge.
To set the scene for those who have not yet made it to Daventry, it’s a fantastic event with ten or
twelve clubs invited to attend and join in a variety of timed challenges.
Most of the challenges are for individuals from each club but there is also a collaborating challenge
which is what Ralph and I were entered for.
The Lidded Chalice could be any size and of any type of wood and typically Ralph knew in his
mind exactly what we were to turn and had a rough drawing in readiness.
He started the turning working on the bowl of the chalice using some Sycamore, the lid and foot
were also to be Sycamore.
The stem and finial for the lid were made from a piece of Bloodwood that I had brought along.
As with all timed competitions we tended to get very anxious and began to panic about finishing in
time, we just made it with no time to spare, the chalice being put onto the table as time was called.
Then the wait whilst adjudication took place and believe it or not we got first place, what joy.

Chalice competition at Daventry

The Chalice takes pride of place amongst my
turnings in the front room at home after I was
able to buy it at the charity auction held during
the Christmas party in 2014.

A fine joint effort by Ralph and Peter.
Well deserving the first prize
I will miss him.

The inside of the Chalice is just as
important when judged.
A Tribute to Ralph By Mike Wood

I joined MWA in late 2007 and most of the last 13 years Ralph was a key figure on the Committee
and in the running of the club, only retiring very recently when forced to by ill health in his 80s.
I used to take part in the craft fairs and could see how much time and commitment Ralph put into
them, both in the running and organising of them and in producing first-class work to display and
sell. Ralph usually had some cheery banter even when the chips were down and was also a very
able salesman. I remember at one event a lady appeared at the MWA stand late in the day looking
for a wooden box for a gift and then was disappointed to find we hadn't got any square ones! Well,
definitely not one to accept defeat, Ralph said, “Have you thought about buying a round one?” “Er
no.”, she said. And after a little skilful encouragement, departed, the proud owner of a beautiful
round box made by one of our members … and more funds in our till.
Along with our other committee members, he led by example putting up with cold, wet, mud etc. I
did have the honour of going to Daventry twice with Ralph, though sadly missed out on the chalice,
described elsewhere by Peter Leach.
From early on, he encouraged me in my turning, and I am very grateful to Ralph for pushing me
into demonstrating to the club, starting in 2010, sharing the evening with Phil Jones, and from time
to time since, encouraging me to try new ideas, which left to my own devices I might never have
got round to.
Even up to my last demo, only a month or so before he passed away and which he couldn't attend,
he was giving me kindly and thoughtful advice.
For his part, I don't think Ralph needed any pushing to always do his best for the club and in his
own turning.
I note Tony's words of tribute that if he asked Ralph to do something it would be done properly and
in the shortest possible time. I recall clearly Ralph's energy and determination to finding the best
and most interesting demonstrators he could. I thought he was a very efficient organiser who cared
deeply about the club and people in it. He had some sharp words for people who didn't live up to his
standards – demonstrators who backed out of a commitment at the last minute because they'd been

offered a better deal elsewhere. I remember a business tip Ralph gave me was that the key to getting
repeat work was getting the work done on time.
He himself set a great example of decorum. He would be the first to offer condolences or do the
right thing.
He had a keen, active mind, a lively interest in a wide variety of subjects and a strong sense of
humour. He had a competitive edge but was appreciative of others. Whilst having a healthy
scepticism of people at times he also a healthy amount of self-doubt and was a good listener. Very
interested in developments in the craft and new people coming through.
A very warm person, I remember when I went with a former work colleague, Ofosu Larbi who was
on a visit from Ghana, to Wizardry in Wood, we bumped into Ralph who gave us a warm and
cheery greeting and proceeded to embrace Larbi.
The fall in Club membership and apparent lack of interest on the part of members in replacing the
long-serving Club officers as they all approached retirement in the last couple of years must have
been a disppointment to Ralph. He said as much at one committee meeting - that it was hard for him
to watch the club he'd put so much into over the years going down the pan.
So it was nice to see that it was a lift to him that eventually able people did step forward and rise to
the challenge, just at the time when Ralph's own health problems were becoming more and more
serious.
There was more good news with the
financial success of the club raffle under
Phil Jones. Then a definite trickle of new
members turning the tide – fulfilling a
prediction Ralph himself had made.
These things must have helped. I
remember him saying “I think we're
going to be all right”, comparing our
(MWA's) position favourably to that of a
club in Cornwall also struggling.
Even when Ralph became confined to his
bed at the end of his illness, he remained
mentally alert and keenly followed
developments at the club
and was also to make thoughtful and
lively suggestions and as ever continue
to give us encouragement.
If he's looking down on us I hope Ralph
would be pleased to see that the club he
put so much into is continuing to build
on the foundations he helped to lay. He
was a lovely man.
Thank you Ralph.

Repairing a clock at Great Kingshill

Some Photos Of Ralph

Ralph playing Aunt Sally at Holmers Green August 2019 with Stuart and the boys.

Great Missenden 2011

Go for your Gun.

Ralph with Stuart at Gateway

White Waltham Aug 2014

Turning at Daventry

Stewarding at Mapledurham

Mapledurham May 1918

Christmas party at Gary’s house 2015

My Memories of Ralph By Derek Pollecutt.
I joined the club committee in November 2003, and very quickly Ralph and I realised we lived
within a couple of miles of each other. Ralph suggested that we take it in turns to drive to the
committee meeting (which was at Adrian Needham's house in Datchet - he was secretary at the
time). We very quickly got into the habit of putting the world to rights (for world read MWA). We
picked up Alan Spargo on the way to Adrian's and so started again with a third opinion. All done in
good spirit and we all had the welfare of the club at heart.
Once I started going to the shows we joined up again as often as we could and had a good old
chinwag, especially going to places like Mapledurham and Loseley.
On a number of occasions Ralph would come to my house and water the plants in the greenhouse
and those of Sheila's in pots on the patio when we went on holiday.
I have spent time in his workshop with him and I always picked up the odd tip from him.
He was a very good woodturner and did a great deal for the club and was always thinking ahead.
Did you know that he trained me to take over his job of arranging the demonstrators and then I
spoiled his plans by taking on the Treasurer's and Membership sec's job.
When we had the news that we would have to leave the Gaelic Association clubhouse for our
meetings we talked about it on the way home and Ralph did some research on the internet and we
went together around the various meeting halls in the Ruislip region, but nothing was either suitable
or available. We decided to have a look at the Home Guard Club in North Harrow, which was not
suitable but we found the hall next door. So it was Ralph's research which got things moving.
He has left a big hole in Middlesex Woodturners. R I P

Workshop Evening 2009

Ralph turning a Bowl

Spindle Turning

Workshop Evening 2008

Instruction at the lathe

Figure 1: Ready Steady Turn with
Gordon.

Ralph with Tony and Phil at
Gary’s
Stewarding at the great Barn

THOUGHTS ABOUT RALPH POOLEY By Mike Mansfield
Some fifteen years ago I joined Middlesex Woodturners Club and discovered a group of people who
actually encouraged an interest in the craft. I soon met Ralph and immediately recognised that he
was an important cog in the machine, as he organised the many demonstrators at our meetings and
also played a part in organising the various shows and exhibitions that the club participated in.
When he was stewarding at shows Ralph would talk to the visitors and take time to explain what
was being shown and the merits of woodturning. Ralph was always encouraging people to enjoy
what they did and would offer advice and help whenever he could. I was chatting to one of the
members who was having difficulty in setting up his lathe at home. He said he had mentioned this
to Ralph who offered and later visited him at his home to sort out the problems, which of course he
did. Later on as he suffered with his health problems he had to reluctantly hand over his duties to
others but still attended as many meetings and shows as he could and gently advised and criticised
where he felt it was required.
Ralph was Ralph to the end. He may not have been the tallest member of the club, but we could all
look up to him and offer a heartfelt thank you.

Some of Ralph’s Work

