
Many thanks are due to Ben 
Dick as Newsletter Editor since 
July 2019 . Now thanks are due 
to Josh Pinto for taking over.

I am also very pleased that 
Josh has agreed to be co-
opted on to the Committee .

As always, exhibitors , 
stewards and demonstrators 
are needed.

Please tell the committee if 
you are interested .

Wishing you a safe and creative 
2022.

Gordon Cookson

Welcome to 2022 and let’s 
hope we can meet up face to 
face regularly this year.

TURNING
TALK

As things start to get back to 
normal, we return back to The 
Gateway House for the monthly 
meetings.  Covid guidance in 
place.

BACK AT THE 
GATEWAY 
HOUSE....

Inside this issue
Gregory Moreton 
demonstrates his unique style.

Middlesex Woodturners - 
Turner of the year

FOR SALE

Gregory produces beautiful  turned 
pieces from predominantly British and 
recycled woods.

Peter Leach shows us some of his 
work that earned him the Turner of 
the year prize, and why you need to 
wear protective equipment!

A few items for sale to members from 
members
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Dates for 
your diaries

If you have any interesting wood turn-
ing stories or recently finished a project 
you are proud of, contact the editor and 
we will include it in a future newsletter.

Contact Josh - joshpinto67@gmail.com

CONTENT WANTED!

Following the success of the club All Day 
Seminar in October, it was back to usual (ish) 
at the Gateway.

It has been a tough couple of years with 
various lock downs, variants and Covid in 
general. It was decided to get meetings 
going again and that all people attending 
should wear masks and take a covid test 

before attending. It was good to see that 
everyone was on board and the attendance 
was fantastic. We had a few new members 
join as well. 

Tea, coffee and biscuits were available and 
the raffle was a great success.

The next meeting, Tuesday February 15th 
will be a workshop. There will be lathes set 
up with hands on sessions with our resident 
experts helping.  

Love Food event at Great 
Missenden   April 15 -18

Hillingdon Arts at the Great 
Barn Ruislip  May 27 - June 2

Seminar with Stewart Furini  
June 19

Love Food event at Great 
Missenden   Aug 27-29

A welcome 
return to The 
Gateway

The Monthly club competition has been very successful  with impressively high standards of work being displayed each 
month. This competition is for the Alan Spargo Shield which is presented annually to the winning turner of the year. Pieces 
are judged each month and points awarded, the member with the most points at the end of the year being the winner.

CLUB COMPETITION  
ALAN SPARGO SHIELD

Table Monthly Competitions
Febaury Recycled materials

March Turned fruit
April Bud vase and flowers
May Small salad bowl
June Platinum Challenge
July Money box

August Honey dipper and rest 
September Candle stick

October Magic wand
November Decorated tea light holder
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MIDDLESEX TURNER
OF THE YEAR 2021
The 2021 award goes to PETER LEACH

The Alan Spargo Shield was won by Peter Leach, Peter has been a member of the club since 2008 and was inspired to take up woodturning after 
watching Ralph Pooley at an exhibition at Alexandra Palace. The following week he joined the club and the rest they say is history.

www.middxturners.com

Down but not out!
Why you need to wear 
protective equipment.



2022 Gets off to a fantastic start with 
Greg producing 3 pieces from reclaimed 
wood.

With just a bowl gouge, parting tool, 
spindle gouge and a couple of home made  
jigs, Greg produces quality items which 
show what can be done with wood that is 
otherwise overlooked.

Getting 2022 off to a great start is Gregory Moreton, demonstrating his unique style using reclaimed and re-
cycled wood using just basic tools.

Gregory Moreton RPT
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Gregory was featured in the first ‘Diary 
of a Craft Worker’ series published by the 
“Craftsman Magazine” in 1997-8 and has been 
profiled in “Wood turning” magazine.  He 
has also been invited to act on a consultative 
committee by Channel 4, for a documentary 
about wood turning.

Gregory specialises in the unique, and 
welcomes  challenge.   His more unusual work 
has included making replacement pieces for 
antique instruments; willow-workers’ tools; 
bespoke instruments for reflexology crafted 
to each individual practitioner; tables made 
from tree slices and forms for potters and 
designers.  He has even fulfilled a commission 
to make a bedroom sink. He has collaborated 
with an unconventional silversmith to create 

spectacular silvered forms in petrified wood.  
He also turns unique bowls, platters, vases and 
display pieces.

Gregory draws inspiration from the  
individuality of wood and it is very important 
to him that each piece grows from the grain 
and inclusions unique to each piece of timber.  
As a result no two pieces are identical.  
Furthermore he holds to a strict ecological 
policy.  No timber where the provenance 
cannot be guaranteed  will be used. Enquiries 
are welcome, and each uniquely numbered 
piece has a story.  Most timbers come from 
the UK or Australia and are often reclaimed or 
recycled.

Currently Gregory has a piece selected from 
the Association of Woodturners of Great 

Britain 2018 Instant Gallery and it is being used 
as part of their national display. He also has a 
piece in the ‘Daniel Collection’, one of the most 
important British collections of turned work.

Gregory exhibits internationally at select 
galleries, respected craft fairs as well as the 
internet. He has been highly placed in several 
competitions within the wood turning world 
and  has pieces accepted for the nationwide 
display circuit.

A previous coordinator for the National 
Festival of Art and Craft in Wood, Gregory 
offers individual tuition, demonstrations and 
lectures, both to interested amateurs and 
other professionals.  For an up to date list of 
venues where Gregory and/or his work can 
been seen please contact him direct.

Having practised as  a turner since 1991, Gregory was invited to join the Register of Professional Turners, held by the Wor-
shipful Company of Turners, in 1996.  Acceptance onto the register is by invitation only following assessment by a panel of 
peers who ensure that the highest standards of work and professionalism are met. It is the only professional body in the 
UK and enjoys a world wide reputation
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Inspecting the Tree
As you inspect a fallen tree, make sure to dis-
tinguish between limb wood and trunk wood. 
Generally, trunk wood includes fewer knots and 
irregular growth, features that add uniqueness 
to your piece but tend to warp and crack. 

Storing Before Cutting
Until you are ready to cut your log into blank 
sized chunks, store the wood in long pieces to 
limit the number of open ends at risk for crack-
ing. Using a sealer, such as this one offered at 
Packard Woodworks, will guard against check-
ing. Don’t worry about removing tight bark, 
it will actually slow moisture loss and protect 
against splitting.

Cutting the Log
When you are ready to cut the log into blanks, it 
is helpful to understand that the middle of the 
log is called the ‘pith’ and is the tree stem. This 
area is very unstable, tends to dry unevenly, and 
should not be included in your turning blanks. 
Following the diagram below will allow you to 
cut two bowl blanks from a log while avoiding 
the volatile pith area.

Credit - Paul Carter 
https://carterandsontoolworks.com/

https://www.woodmagazine.com/materials-
guide/lumber/from-trees-to-turning-blanks

TRANSFORM LOGS
TO BOWLS

When you’re turning a bowl with a gouge, 
you’re cutting a lot of wood in a very short 
time. Even the most high-end tools will 
eventually degrade, however, which makes 
it essential to know how often you should 
sharpen your wood turning tools. You 
need to know what to look for and when to 
sharpen your tools before they cause more 
problems than they solve.

How You Can Tell
Luckily, you’re not working in the dark when 
determining how degraded your tools are. 
Look out for the signs mentioned below.

The Sound Changes
When you cut into a piece of wood, it creates 
a distinct sound; you’ll eventually grow ac-
customed to it. When your tools are dull, that 
monotonous sound will change depending 
on how rough your equipment becomes. This 
rougher sound stems from your tools strug-
gling against the grain, signifying that they 
can no longer cut through the wood without 
trouble. Pay attention to any changes in 
sounds when you’re working.

Difference In smoothness
Along with rougher sounds, you’ll notice 
that your chisel or gouge no longer makes a 
smooth cut through the wood. Take note if 
it takes noticeably longer to shave off wood 
or if you begin to struggle getting your chisel 
through the grain. Any symptoms of a decline 
in quality when turning is a sure sign your 
tools need maintenance. You’ll also notice 
more tear-out, which is when the woof fibers 
are pulled, causing a roughness that will 
require special attention when finishing the 
project.

The Quality of the Wood Chips
Depending on whether you’re cutting, scrap-
ing, back-cutting, the quality of the chips 
coming off your work is a good indicator of 
tool sharpness for the technique being used. 
Hogging out a bowl should have sizeable 
chips of wood flying over your shoulder. Mak-
ing the final cut to clean out the tool marks 
in a bowl with a negative rake scraper should 
produce hair-like whisker shavings.

How Often You Should Sharpen Them
Now comes the important question of when 
you should sharpen your wood turning tools. 
Tools can degrade surprisingly quickly and 
will need maintenance several times during 
a single project. On average, take time to 
sharpen your equipment about every 10 to 
15 minutes. Sometimes they can be sharp-
ened less or more frequently, depending on 
how they sound, feel, and the shavings they 
produce. The moisture content and wood 
species must also be taken into consider-
ation.

Don’t Let the Time Escape You
It’s easy to gain momentum while working, 
but you need to remember to take occasional 
breaks so you can inspect your work and 
your equipment. Take care of your tools and 
always have a reliable wood lathe tool sharp-
ening system to service your equipment 
when they need it.

Credit:
https://woodturnerswonders.com/blogs/news/
how-often-should-you-sharpen-your-woodturn-
ing-tools

Downed trees are a plentiful source for wood turning blanks, however, before you turn on the saw 
it is important to understand the best practices for cutting and storing your own blanks.

How Often 
Should You 
Sharpen Your 
Wood turning 
Tools?

www.middxturners.com



Middlesex Turners - Programme 2022
Month Presenter

February 15th Workshop
March 15th Gary Rance - Middlesex Turner
April 19th Workshop
May 17th Terry Smart - (Chestnut Oils)
June 19th Sterwart Furini
June 21st Workshop
July 19th Ben Dick - Middlesex Turner

August 16th Workshop
September 20th Les Thorne

October 18th Richard Findley
November 15th AGM
December 20th Christmas Party

Paul Coxon has some Glen Teague Chisels available to buy, here are his 
comments.

I thought this may be of interest to you and some of the members.  I 
purchased the set of three standard chisels a few weeks ago and the two 
heavier chisels arrived two days ago and yet to be used.   The quality is 
extremely good and the cost even more impressive, some members may 
already be familiar with these tools, but maybe of interest to those as yet 
unacquainted. 

If you have any items for sale, or if you are interested in any of the items shown please contact Josh and we will pass on 
your interest and include items in our next Newsletter - joshpinto67@gmail.com

FOR SALE

Middlesex Woodturners Association

President: Stuart King
Chairman: Gordon Cookson
Secretary: Mike Bonnici
Treasurer & Membership Secretary: Paul Burke 
Programme and events Organiser: TBA
Newsletter Editor: Josh Pinto

Webmaster: Tony Champion
Committee Members:
Peter Leach
Mike Wood
Peter Russell
David Wilks

The Secretary of Herts and Beds Woodturners has contacted us regarding 
a lathe for sale.

He said he will accept any reasonable offer for someone to come and take 
it away.

His contact details are:

sollyd9@gmail.com
07984383541


